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of 3 oF8” TAAIYH,, 2008.1.31.,; Joshua Kurlantzick, “China’s Charm: Implications
of Chinese Soft Power,” Policy Brief No. 47 (Carnegie Endowment for International
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Abstract

Change in China’s Foreign Strategy in the Xi Jinping Era
and Its Impact on China’s Policy on Korean Peninsula

Jong-Ho Shin

China has set ‘peaceful development’ and ‘safeguarding core interests’ as the
tenets of foreign strategy in the Xi Jinping era. Beijing has pursued an active and engaged
foreign policy to boost its influence in East Asia and secure its spot as the regional power.
Based on this principle, China suggested ‘a new type of major power relations’ with the
U.S. and has responded aggressively to the territorial dispute in the South China Sea.

The problem is that change in China‘s foreign strategy tenet, the strengthening of
China’s neighborhood diplomacy, and the U.S.-China strategic competition in East Asia
affect China’s policy on Korean Peninsula. From the Chinese point of view, which
focuses on having greater influence over the Korean Peninsula, it strategically
‘maintains’ the relations with both Koreas as a preparatory measure for the strategic
competition with the U.S.

Regarding the facts that China perceives the issue of Korean Peninsula as a subset
of U.S.-China strategic competition and structural factor that upholds the DPRK-China
relations remains intact indicates that it is difficult for South Korea to excessively rely on
‘China’s role’ in solving the North Korean issue and the nuclear issue. Rather, South Korea
should present a long-term vision on North Korea and Korean unification to China to take
the initiative in the resolution to the issue of the Korean Peninsula. To this end, Seoul
should establish a priority list for national interests, consistently implement it in foreign
affairs, coordinate the goal of North Korea sanctions by bolstering ROK-U.S.-China
trilateral cooperation, and simultaneously consider pressure and diplomatic solution.
Finally, multilayered and multidimensional approaches to cooperation and ‘policy public
diplomacy’ ought to be reinforced to substantiate ROK-China strategic cooperative
partnership.

Key Words: Peaceful Development, Core Interests, U.S.-China Strategic Competition,
ROK-U.S.-China Cooperation, North Korean Nuclear Issue, Policy Public
Diplomacy
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