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Abstract

Generation of Mass refugees from North Korea
and PRC’s Military Intervention

Nah, Youngju and Lee, Dongmin

The purpose of this study is to deduce how China will militarily respond
to the situation of mass refugees from North Korea in contingency. This study
implies analytical examination of China’'s military response to mass
defection following North Korea's sudden change. We can think of the
passive involvement of China in North Korea-China's borders and the active
intervention to mobilize military force across the North Korea-China’s
border in the situation of mass refugees caused by the sudden change of
North Korea.

Although there are factors that induce active military intervention in
China's response to the massive North Korean refugees caused by the
contingency in North Korea, the strategic burden of China's military
intervention is not negligible. Even if China chooses to pursue passive military
involvement in the affairs of massive escape of North Korean, it may face the
annoying problems that North Korean refugees will deny repatriation to North
Korea and choose the third region after the stabilization of North Korea. If
China chooses aggressive military intervention in North Korean's massive
escape from North Korea, it can be perceived as a military occupation, and
it can be troubled by internal and external political resistance.

China will have a deeper strategic concern about military intervention
in the North Korean regime due to refugee issues. China's military
intervention is likely to be tried in the context of the situation change in North
Korea's contingency and China’s multifaceted strategic considerations.

Key Words: Military Intervention, Military Involvement, North Korea's
Contingency, Mass Refugees from North Korea, ROK-PRC
Relations
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