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Abstract

Seventy Years of Division on the Korean Peninsula:
International Environments, Domestic Structure,
and Inter-Korean Relations

Chae-Sung Chun

This article analyzes the changes in inter-Korean relations from the division of the
Korean Peninsula. Different levels of analysis apply in studying the evolution of the
inter-Korean relations. This article adopts the neoclassical realism in international relations
theory, which tries to combine the effect of systemic variables and domestic variables
such as the leader’s idiosyncratic features, the characteristics of the government, and the
relationship between the government and the civil society. South Korea’s North Korean
policy has been under tremendous systemic, regional variable, but also affected by the
leadership and the process of democratization. In the aftermath of the end of the Cold War,
South Korea tries to achieve the ultimate goal of reunification, but the rising competition
between the United States and China poses new challenges, and South Korean people
also need to overcome the ideological conflict between conservatism and progressivism.

Key Words: Inter-Korean Relations, Neoclassical Realism, Reunification, Northeast
Asian Security, Democratization
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