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Abstract

A Study on North Koreans’ Consciousness of the Unification:

Based on Interviews with 100 North Koreans

Dong-Wan Kang and Jung-Ran Park

Given that the unification of the Korean Peninsula aims at building better life for
both North and South Koreans, South Korea’s policy direction for the unification should
be changed in accordance with North Koreans’ perception of the unification. We wonder
how much North Koreans currently want to unify the Korean Peninsula and what kind of
unification they desire. The purpose of this study is to look into how North Koreans think
of the unification and what responses South Korean should take. South Korea has
continuously conducted an examination on South Koreans’ consciousness of the
unification. However, so far few examinations have been carried out involving North
Koreans, another party directly involved in the unification, about their consciousness of
the unification. Given that South Korea’s policy direction for the unification should be
changed in accordance with North Koreans’ perception of the unification, an examination
on North Korean’s consciousness of the unification should be conducted urgently. This
study, therefore, presented quantitative statistics on 100 North Koreans’ consciousness of
the unification and explored their consciousness of the unification through in-depth
interviews. Furthermore, the study compared North and South Koreans’ consciousness of
the unification and presented policy tasks.

Key Words: Consciousness of Unification, North and South Koreans, Unification of
the Korean Peninsula, Unification Policy, Unification Benefit, Timing of
Unification
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