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Abstract

The Strategy of the Indigenous Communists in North Korea for
Nation-building Right after Korea’s Liberation:
Focusing on O Ki-seop’s ‘People’s Front’

Mun-Suk Ahn

The indigenous Communists - who struggled with anti-Japanese partisans right af-
ter Korea’s Liberation —had a clear strategy for nation-building, ‘People’s Front.” The
‘People’s Front’ made a striking contrast with Kim Il-sung’s ‘National Unification
Front.” The former aimed to form a ‘Labor-Farmer Soviet’ consisting of laborers and
peasants, the latter intented to include national capitalists and landowners in the process
of nation-building. However, research on the concrete contents of the ‘People’s Front’
and ‘Labor-Farmer Soviet” has not been conducted yet.

This paper articulates the indigenous Communists’ strategy for nation-building
through investigating the seized records by the U.S. Military Forces in Korea during the
Korean War and the records concerning U.S.A. Military Government in Korea. The
‘Labor-Farmer Soviet’ referred to a government controlled by laborers and farmers on
the basis of nationalizing land and factories. To accomplish this goal, O Ki-seop and in-
digenous Communists seemed to design a two-step revolution strategy. The first step was
similar to the bourgeois revolution which might take place in a capitalist state. They ar-
gued that they should establish a ‘People’s Autonomous Republic’ though the first step.
Unlike the Marxist theory, the main group was supposed to consist of laborers and farm-
ers even in the first step. The second step was the socialist revolution. Since the emphasis
was put on the ‘Labor-Farmer Soviet’ the first step needed to be completed in a short
period. Their strategy for nation-building can be called an ‘intensive two-step revolution
led by laborers and farmers.’

They also tried to oppose the Democratic Youth Alliance to maintain the
Communist Youth Alliance and to carry out the strategy of the ‘People’s Front.” In the
same vein, they argued for the independence of the labor union from the party. They failed
to realize their strategy because of their defeat in the power struggle against Kim Il-sung.
However, their ideology and strategy need to be looked into further to gain access to the
truth of North Korea’s nation-building process. Above all, the detailed program of the
‘Poor Peasants’ Committee’ and the process of split within the indigenous Communists
should be investigated.

Key Words: Indigenous Communists in North Korea, Anti-Japanese Partisans, People’s Front,
National Unification Front, O Ki-seop, Kim II-sung, Labor-Farmer Soviet, Two-Step
Revolution, Communist Youth Alliance, Labor Union, Poor Peasants’ Committee
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