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Abstract

A Study on the Influence on the Influx
of Capitalist Elements and Alternation of Consciousness
of Korean People’s Army

Byeong-Uk Kim & Young-Hui Kim

This paper analyzes the influence on the influx of capitalist elements and alternation
of political consciousness in the Korean People’s Army (KPA). Class consciousness of
the KPA plays a key role in maintaining the North Korean regime under the Military-
first policy. Through the interview with 200 North Korean defectors and materials for
ideological education for the KPA, I examine that although capitalist elements such as
egoism and mammonism are growing to the KPA, those have not influenced on fighting-
fit and combat capability against South Korea and the US, which means that the KPA
has not been afraid of war with South Korea and the US. Therefore, some arguments that
assert that the combat capability of the KPA is becoming weak due to capitalist elements
are not reasonable and realistic.

Key Words: Korean People’s Army, Capitalist Elements, Class Consciousness, Alternation
of Consciousness, Combat Capability
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