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Abstract

Perception & Task of Policies on the Settlement of North
Korean Migrants:
“Going beyond Settlement Support to Social Integration”

Wha Soon Kim & Dae Seok Choi

This study was conducted in order to find new values and strategies of consistent
North Korean Migrants settlement policies going beyond the instrumental value of settle-
ment support. For this purpose, we surveyed through FGI and interviews how the four is-
sues of North Korean Migrants settlement policies —the concept of North Korean
Migrants, settlement blueprint, policy priority, and service delivery system —were per-
ceived by the actors of governance —the Ministry of Unification, foundation, North Korean
Migrants leaders and local governance members.

According to the results of discussion, the actors showed a large gap in their opin-
ions on concept of North Korean Migrants and on who should take charge of the delivery
system, but they shared common perceptions concerning settlement blueprint and policy
priority. The particularly controversial issue was who should take charge of the delivery
system, and the actors had quite different opinions on the four delivery system models
-central government model, foundation model, local government, and private sector
model. The North Korean Migrants Foundation professed that it is the center of the deliv-
ery system commissioned by the government, but the actors of local governance viewed
that it is desirable for the government, whether central or local, to play the role by itself.
The Hana Center also believed that the private sector should play the role of the hub of the
delivery system.

These results suggest that the actors of governance have quite diverse views over
the concept of North Korean Migrants and the delivery system in the North Korean
Migrants settlement program and further discussions are necessary on related issues.

Key Words: North Korean Migrants, social integration, settlement support, governance,
delivery system
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