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Abstract

The Patterns and Formation of National Identity among North
Korean Refugees in South Korea:
A Grounded Theory Study

Wootack Jeon, Shieun Yu, Yeonwoo Lee

This study examined the process and the patterns of national identity formation
among North Korean refugees in South Korea using a ground theory approach. In-depth
interviews were conducted with 15 North Korean refugees and analysed by grounded
theory. Data were collected from in-depth interviews and observations until they were
saturated. The interviews were analyzed according to the constant comparative method
used in a grounded theory. Analysis included open coding , axial coding, and selective
coding. The study derived 73 concepts, 23 subcategories, and 6 categories in open coding.
Consequently, national identities of North Korean refugees are classified into “North
Korean origin”, “South Korean with North Korean origin”, “South Korean Citizenship of
post-North Korea”, and “post-national individualist”. The finding of the study suggested
that further research is required regarding new national identities for unification of the
Korea peninsula and preparation of integration of North Koreans and the South Koreans.

Key Words: North Korean Refugee, National Identity, Adaptation, Integration, Ground
Theory
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