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Abstract

North Korea’s Stance on the Inter-Korean Basic Agreement
Kap-Sik Kim

North Korea hurriedly adopted the Inter-Korean Basic Agreement on the defensive
worrying about absorbing it by South Korea. Through this agreement, North Korea
acquired an agreement on ‘mutual nonaggression’ in external condition, and, in internal
condition, intended to stabilize Kim Jung-Il successor reign by pushing ahead with devel-
oping nuclear weapons in secret and strengthening the control over people’s thought
through the theory of ‘Our Own Style Socialism’. However, the contents of ‘the Inter-
Korean Basic Agreement’ were close to ‘political declaration’ highly beyond inter-
Korean relationship at that time, thus it has been on downfall in North Korea. It was ex-
tolled as ‘national reunification doctrine’ by North Korea at the time of signing on it, 1991,
put aside in North Korea’s reunification policies since the middle of 1992 when nuclear
issues arose, and reduced to skeleton since Kim Young-Sam government launching at
1993. It was assimilated into the June 15 Inter-Korean Joint Declaration which was signed
on at the Inter-Korean Summit Talks in 2000 and has disappeared in North Korea’s
reunification discourses since then.

Key Words: the Inter-Korean Basic Agreement, the June 15 Inter-Korean Joint Declaration,
the Inter-Korean High-Level Talks, the Joint Declaration on the Denuclearization
of the Korean Peninsula
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