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Abstract

Understanding Why and How the U.S. Forces
in Korea Reduce Today

This paper purports to analyze the
meaning of the reduction of the U.S.
forces in Korea and the ROK-U.S. alli-
ance today and examines what South
Korea will choose toward the U.S.
Global Defense Posture Review (GPR).
Washington informed Seoul in June of its
idea to relocate some 12,500 soldiers of
the total 37,500-strong USFK by the end
of 2005, which it explained was part of
a larger plan to restructure its global de-
fense posture and South Korea and the
United States have agreed to deploy an
infantry brigade of about 4,000 infantry-
men stationed here to Iraq. Though the
move will deplete the U.S. forces in South
Korea by more than 10 percent, the reduc-

tion plan has raised concerns here as it
might lead to a weakening of the com-
bined defense posture against North
Korea under the deeply depended sit-
uation of South Korea on U.S. forces
against the DPRK. In future Seoul gov-
ernment must prepare the followings; na-
tional agreement for resoling the in-
stability and doubt of people on the future
national security capabilities, setting forth
the ROK-U.S. relationship on the matter
in line with the change of the World envi-
ronment, holding out the principle of
peaceful way to end the North’s nuke is-
sues, and building the clearly security
consciousness facing for us today.

Key Words: Reduction of the U.S. forces, Alliance between the U.S. and the ROK,
GPR, National Security Capabilities, Reliant Defense
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2 GPRE 20019 QDROA A8 714 71l 20039 11 BA] 5 AFolA 2
£ ok o2& #Z. -+ it remains for us to realign the global posture of our forces to
better address these new challenges. Beginning today, the United States will intensify
our consultations with the Congress and our friends, allies, and partners overseas on our
ongoing review of our overseas force posture -+
Statement by the President, Office of the Press Secretary in White House, November 25,
2003, For Immediate Release <http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2003/11/2003
1125-11.htmi>.
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ol G}t B3, (A 2YARAL 1998), pp. 88-102; James A. Dewar, Steven C.
Bankes & Sean Edwards, Expandability of the Zlst Century Army (Santa Monica the
RAND Corporation, 2001), Chapter III.

SUNZR E3liAl st gL ohaat Zo] =gt “--The purpose of the announced
realignment is to begin the second Korean War by launching a preemptive strike against
the North:-+,” “US Troop Shift to Iraq,” The Washington Post, May 20, 2004 <http.//
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White House, The National Security Strategy of The United States of America
(Washington, September 17, 2002) <http.//www.whitehouse.gov.nsc/nssall.html>.

Sugs), “etuj ANz Ao wiAn) she] ohguksk” TEvlAEEr, A10E 1E (2004),
pp. 7-35; Woosang Kim and Tae-hyo Kim, “A Candle in the Wind: Korean Perceptions
of ROK-U.S. Security Relations,” The Korean Journal of Defense Arnalysis, Vol. XVI, No.
1 (Spring 2004), pp. 99-118.
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forces may impede the pace of reunification or adversely affect other goals.” Rand
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35 Baohui Zhang, “American Hegemony and China’s U.S. Policy,” Asian Perspective, Vol.
28, No. 3 (2004); AEF - Y55, “SA AR sj@xizgk} Fofalote] dugHnt” T=7}
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% Josh White, “3,600 to Leave in Shift of Defense Plan,” The Washington Post, May 18,
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