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‘Policy Conflicts in the Chinese Leadership
and the Basic Line of the 14th
National Congress of the CCP

Heungho Moon, Ph. D. (RINU)

After the turmoil of 1989 and the failure of other ruling communist
parties to devise a successful reform strategy, the Chinese leadership
emphasized the stability and integration of the Chinese Communist
Party (CCP). Nevertheless, conservative-reformist conflicts in the Chi-
nese leadership deepened in the process of setting up economic policy
directions and devising measures to create peaceful evolution after the
Tiananmen incident.

Deng Xiaoping’s “Nanxunjianghua” of Jaunary 1992 provided a mo-
mentum to end up conservative-reformist conflicts. Namely, Deng
made it clear that the only way for China to survive was to develop its
economy and to improve its people’s standard of living, and for these,
he also put emphasis on more rapid and radical pursuit of reform and
an open-door policy. Moreover, the 14th National Congress of the
CCP called for accelerated national development featuring the estab-
lishment of a socialist market economy and further opening to the out-
side world.

‘ Although conservative-reformist conflicts in the Chinese leadership
seemed to be allayed, it is unlikely that the conflicts have been funda-
mentally settled, and there remains some possibility that conflicts may
recur. In particular, there is a high possibility that confrontations in
the leadership can take place in the process of dealing with generation

change and side-effects which the Chinese leadership is facing; such as
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the cacophony between the socialist system or ideology and the capital-
ist mode of production and management and the deepening of regional
conflicts and conflicts among social strata accompanied by the moder-
nization process. Nonetheless, such confrontation will not have the
characteristics of extreme confrontation between conservatives and re-
formists or a power struggle. Henceforth, the policy-making process
will reflect actual situations and the mainstream, through institut-
ionalized negotiation procedures which cherish compromise rather

than confrontation.



