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Abstract

Kim Jong Un’s Nuclear Strategy and
Foreign and South Korean Strategy

Chung, Sung-Yoon

The core of the North Korean security strategy is the nuclear
strategy of the Kim Jong Un regime. The purpose of this study
is threefold. First, the characteristics of Kim Jong Un'’s security
strategy, which is centered on nuclear power, will be presented.
Second, how the Kim Jong Un regime's nuclear weapons
strategy is reflected in North Korea's foreign and South Korean
strategy will be analyzed. Finally, in response to North Korea's
nuclear strategy, alternatives to what direction South Korea
should design its foreign and North Korean strategies in will be
suggested. In particular, this study uses “coercive strategy” as a
possible application theory to achieve these research objectives.
In other words, this study defines the security strategy of Kim
Jong Un as a typical ‘coercion strategy’. After Kim Jong Un came
into power, the Kim Regime's strategy has adopted an
uncompromising policy that relies heavily on excessive confidence
and expectation in nuclear weapons, not only in its approach
towards international relations, but also inter-Korean relations.

The body and conclusion in this study present several key

arguments. First, North Korea’s nuclear advancement is almost

o
12
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Abstract

complete, and North Korea will stick to its existing offensive and
intransigent strategy and try to retain a large amount of nuclear
weapons for a short period of time. Second, North Korea is
highly likely to continue ignoring and alienating South Korea in
the process of achieving these strategic goals. This is because
the North Korean leadership considerably underestimates the
strategic value of South Korea. Third, North Korea's high-
intensity provocation will continue in the process of enhancing
North Korea's nuclear capability. Thus, South Korea should
make strengthening its nuclear deterrence a top priority, and
efforts should be made to prevent the relaxation and unraveling
of the ROK-US alliance. Finally, while the North Korean nuclear
issue is extremely severe and urgent, it is imperative to take
every cautious effort to avoid responding with underestimation

and overreaction.

Nuclear Force, NK's Nuclear Advancement, Nuclear Strategy,
Coercion Strategy, N.K.-U.S. Relations, S.K.-N.K. Relations
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t}. Thomas C. Schelling, Arms and Influence, pp. 72~73; Robert A. Pape, Bom
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