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Abstract

Pyongyang and Hyesan, A Tale of Two Cities
: Everyday Living Spaces of North Koreans

Cho, Jeong-ah and Choi, Eunyoung

This study examines the changes in everyday life of North
Koreans in the midst of market expansion and the emergence
of the Kim Jong-un regime through the prism of living spaces
and spatial experiences. The study narrows the scope of
observation to two cities in North Korea, which apparently
show the recent changes: 1) Pyongyang, the capital of North
Korea, its political, economic, social, and cultural center, and
its international gateway, and 2) Hyesan, the center of border
trade with China and home of the Ryanggang provincial
government. Specifically, this study examines the changes in
the daily livese of Pyongyang and Hyesan residents, focusing on
their spatial experiences in house, workplace, school and
leisure spaces. In addition, common characteristics of these
changes are analyzed according to the following concepts: 1)
marketization and the division of space; 2) public space and
private space; 3) gendered space; and 4) development of
information and communication technology and imaginary
space. The recent changes reflected in daily spaces are
summarized as emergence, expansion, and division of various

decentralized and privatized spaces.



Abstract

North Korean Society, Pyongyang, Hyesan, Everyday life,
The Division of Space, Private Space, Gendered Space, Ima
ginary Space
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= 32.8% 41.7% 25% 0.5% 100%
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At DPRK Central Bureau of Statistics, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
Socio-Fconomic, Demographic and Health Survey 2014 (Pyoungyang: 2015),
p. 12.
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PYONGYANG RESIDENCE STANDARD TYPE IN1962 e

1962\ AN 2ELEH

Program : Urban Residence

Location : Pyongyang-Si

Building Area : 761.49m?

Unit Area : 48.94m?

Number of Family : 14/floor

Number of Floors : Mid-rise

Built Year : 1962

Reference : Chosun Architecture History IIl

L 1 1 Room
o - 2 Kitchen
3 Bathroom

o1 sm

A GE-d B, TR 2AY7) (M2 g, 2014), p. 459.
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EFRIG(EA) ofmtE o2t 3 12
MORAN 46TH SECTION RESIDENCE BLOCK 25 &

22k 465 T8 HEE 255F

o/ /9

Program : Urban Residence
Proposal for Pyongyang-Si
Building Area : 280.67m?
Gross Area : 2,245.36m?
Unit Area : 135.65m?
Number of Family : 8
Number of Floors : 16
Magazine Year : 2010

pooooooo [/] R

oooooooo N
2L 22000E

Room

Kitchen
Bathroom
Storage
Ante-chamber

1
2
3
4
5

L 1 L
sm o1 sm

Am dee-md Fu, (5 2AY] (Me 'Y, 2014), p. 455.
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CHANGDONG-RI RESIDENCE 1=}

Hsa yay

Balcany

Program : Rural Residence

Proposal for Sukchon-Gun

Building Area : 260.1m?

Unit Area : 57.32m?

Number of Family : 8

Number of Floors : 2

Built Year : 1960's

Reference : Chosun Architecture
Histery Il

1 Living Room

2 Floor Panel Healing Room
3 Wooden Floor Room

4 Kitchen

§ Bathroom

6 Fore Room

— L] 1 7 Wooden Floor
sm o 1 E

A dE-2d 2o, TR =AY (M2 "H, 2014), p. 471
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