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> Abstract <

The Oral History of Unification Policy

Min, Hong et al.

The focus of publishing the Oral History of Unification Policy
is to reconstruct the history of unification policy based on the
vivid experiences of former unification ministers who were in
charge of unification policy. The significance of this oral
collection lies in the following: 1) it moves away from a factual
history of Inter-Korean relations and a chronologically recorded
history of unification measures, 2) it shines a new light on
unification policy’s history categorized by period and by issue
with an experience-centered approach, and 3) the research
findings can be used as reference for other research in the
future.

In this oral history, seven former ministers who are still alive
were chosen as primary case studies out of all the former
ministers who had served between 1969, when the Ministry of
Unification was established, and 1995. Among them, six former
ministers and one high official who have participated in policy
design and execution accepted the interview. And this research
was conducted for approximately nine months from June 2016
to March 2017.

The planning and research done to shine a new light on
unification policy through oral history is the first attempt of its
kind both domestically and internationally. Listening to and
reorganizing former ministers’ recounts of their vivid experiences
and memories in major events in the Korean Peninsula, where

XV



they have played an important role in unification and North
Korean policy in the middle of the tumultuous history
surrounding the Korean Peninsula, will lay the foundation for
resolving the Korean Peninsula issue in the future. Major events
within this history consist of the following: sharp tensions
between the regimes of North and South Korea, the end of the
Cold War, the fall and transition of the socialist camp, the first
North Korean nuclear crisis, the death of Kim II-sung, the North
Korean economic crisis, the second North Korean nuclear
crisis, the first and second Inter-Korean summit meetings, the
death of Kim Jong-Il, the opening of the Kim Jong-un era, and
the advancement of North Korea's nuclear and missile
program.

In addition, it is expected that this collection will make a great
contribution in raising interest and building an understanding
of unification and the North Korea issue not only among
professional researchers of North Korean and unification study
but also ordinary citizens.

Key words: oral history, policy toward North Korea, unification
policy, South-North dialogue, North-South relations
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