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> Abstract <

A Study on the Changing Trend of Human Rights
Institutions and Situation in North Korea

Rim, Ye Joon et al.

This study contemplates the institutions and situations of
North Korea’'s human rights from the 1990s to the present in
the aspects of continuity and changes, and analyzes the
factors, in order to provide the base references in devising a
measure to improve human rights in North Korea.

The study observes the changing trends in civil rights,
focusing on North Korea's criminal law and criminal justice
institutions. Changing trends in political rights have been
analyzed based on relevant situations concerning the election
system. By looking into changes in North Korea's institutions
and situation concerning the elimination of discrimination
against women, this study examines the realization of the right
to equality.

Since joining the United Nations in 1991, North Korea has
amended its legislation reflecting internal and external
challenges, including international pressure to improve its
human rights, partial opening, and economic hardship which
leads to social changes. Some legislative and institutional
changes can be assessed to have contributed to improving
human rights. Yet, it has been found that there is still a
significant gap between such institutional changes and actual
human rights situation in North Korea.

Keywords: North Korean Human Rights, North Korean Criminal
Law, North Korean Election System, North Korean
Women
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(Amnesty International)7} 1967958 1974E7kA] =75 Wjdldete} Tkl
=29 FFA] FAS v R S Bt A F840] g B9} 1988
d ou4E ZAJEHE/FYI LS (Minnesota Lawyers International Human
Rights Committee)?} Asia Watch 7} Z/dst ® 1A (Human Rights in the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea)7} QItt. Roberta Cohen, “The High
Commissioner for Human Rights and North Korea,” In 7he United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rights: Conscience for the World, eds. Felice
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FR9| ARG st FAARA RS 2 HEE dHErt.
AHoze 53 Ao Hgd AP EAE 71249 I Akl
W Ay 279 S AWEL, APHAEe IR AHEg
BEE 7hedhs Az FAMRAHER I AR FAtES

W99 WAHS A HEE Shk ol B Bl A1) A-fof
det Be, AT AU e AL, WEole] 2L B U, 23
A7) M), AVHH) o TAES B
3 A, ojwst WA 02 PR T YA ARES st
A, BAEY Hg B 2§ Aefo] vl R 8L A&
Wslo] Zwoz Bas

) 919] 2, pp. 100~102.
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o] 71e] 7182 AT} FA|FZR] Bsto] 0wl
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TAH FAEEH FHES B9 44 - AutE Q] AHAe] i elulrt ofwgt
Z02 FAS} HoUeTME ERIT S 97| W] FAASHS g =te] dAdy
SAExe} 7187 dEEAe AEHE HojEot AU, I3t B3ke] PAraEH )
M, QIZh Q1H,, A3 (H&: TFAL 1996), p. 176.
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AL sed 4 oA 9k P i) 922 Fol9] B
A Q&g ojulstH, 27943 Hay, F43} o] AJP/dE XEst

A148 A1Z (2002), pp. 282~283.
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e 1992.10.13. A3 92%1428 LA w4,

M 193], “A15% AFEFA Y Y3 FZo¥t Ay, A4d A% (2007), p. 167.
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220 UN Doc. CCPR/C/22/ADD.5 (1984), para 1. “All citizens in the Democratic
people’s Republic of Korea enjoy equal rights in political, economic and
cultural and all other spheres of State and public status and education,
party affiliation, political views and religion(articles 51 and 52 of the
Constitution).”

29 Jpid., para 51. “Korea is a homogeneous nation and the Democratic
people’s Republic of Korea has no minority. Accordingly there is no
provision in the laws of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea on
minorities.”
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22 8512 ol BaA o4 “A4AHminority) ol tigt o]sfivt H L& EEe] HolaL
QA gitt. JEM‘ 9 H31A| A27% para 51904 #=<1 BUTE(homogeneous
nation) o12Hs BE Bof 4577} Gtk 71 & et meb o] 23e] A%
W& 442 ethnic minority)E u|gttial ofsfect.

23 UN Doc. CCPR/C/PRK/2000/2 (2000).

249 Jhid., para 159: “DPRK citizens have the right to vote and to be elected
periodically in confirmity with law.”
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2919924 o] AAoIAL AY A4 53%0] BA,
20 S ehgt 9], "ERIUMA 19965, p. 30.
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27 B5to] &9k A|22+ B 114(CCPR/C/PRK/2002/2 (2000)) A19% A& &%<]
AF7-9] para 118 181 A21% HEEL 3]9] A7-2] para 12600 ol 2
A A B[ WES 7Iesty Atk Y2 o= 2tk
-Article 19. Freedom of Speech and of the Press: “Under article 48 of the

Press Law and its Enforcement Rule, articles 46 and 152 of the Criminal
law, such expression of one’s thought is forbidden as encouraging others
to attempt to overthrow, disrupt or undermine the state, disclosing state
secrets to do serious harm to the state security and the healthy public
order, insulting another or impairing his or her honor.”

-Article 21. Right to Peaceful Assembly: “The people’s committee and the
public security organ that has been notified provides the conditions for
the assembly of demonstration and assists the maintenance of security
order. If an assembly or demonstration hinders the healthy maintenance
of state security and public order, it may be controlled by the procedures
and method stipulated by the Law on Public Security Control.”
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L He s g BB A4 %S AS Auskick. E3k el
o] HPAH /0| Ay et

So] AHIEo] hEALE

= —
3l Aol Fofste A2 Ao 25200 BAE JdddS AR
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28 2512 A|2%F B 1A(CCPR/C/PRK/ 2002/2 (2000)) A22% BA] AF para
12991 A W& AASHL Qo 972 thadt
-Article 22. Freedom of Assembly: “The DPRK does not have a separate
legislation for the organization of political parties, for the existing
parties have been in activity for over 50 years since their formation
before the foundation of the Republic and there is actually no public
force that requires the formation of a new party.”

29 203 o], TEFHILANA 1999;, p. 80.
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249 UN Doc. A/HRC/WG.6/19/PRK/1 (2014), para 44. 1149 Y& tf3} 7+
t}. “Citizens freedom of expression and press were effectively guaranteed
and protected by the Constitution, Copyright Law, Science and Technology
Law and Computer Software Protection Law. Citizens expressed their views
on various social and political issues through mass media and forums, and
participate in annually-held national or regional exhibition of scientific
and technical achievements, softwared contests, prize contests of literature
and art works and audio-visual performances to present their creative
works and have them protected....”
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