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Abstract

Medium-and Long-term Unification Strategy for
New Order in Northeast Asia

Sung, Kiyoung et al.

On the prospect of U.S. and China relations around 2030 with respect to
Northeast Asia’s regional political order, the goal of this study is to formulate
unification strategy for the ROK. To achieve this end, an analytical framework
and three different scenarios are proposed by reflecting upon main
concepts(balance of power, institutions - interdependence, idea) of realism,
liberalism and constructivism - three major theories of international relations.

The first scenario, ‘confrontational power transition order’, is set on the
premise that China will eventually exceed in terms of economic and defence
capability over U.S. by taking its quantitative advantage in the realm of
confrontational political power structure, thereby pursuing hegemony within
the region. But, China is not yet at a level to take dominant position over U.S.

The second scenario, ‘cooperative power balance order’, assumes the
stage where China’s growth slows down while seeking to reduce the level of
conflict with U.S. This scenario presumes cooperative relations between China
and U.S. because of stagnant growth of both economies.

The third scenario, ‘disorder of disperse power’, assumes that China’s
economic growth is stagnant because of internal problems whereas U.S. also
loses its power from domestic and international arena. This scenario is based
on the assumption that such countries will not be able to exercise leadership in
the region.

The unification strategy based on the three scenarios is as follows. First,
preventing bipolarization of regional order affecting the relationship between
South Korea and North Korea should be set as the primary vision. To realize
this vision, countries in East Asia need to promote cooperative infrastructure
that is not susceptible to conflicting relations between China and U.S. while
assisting non-governmental entities that have relatively greater discretion from
international political order.
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Second, cooperative power balance should be established among East
Asian nations while more focus is given to institutional unification of the two
Koreas after domestic environment and relationship begin to yield benefits
from it. By taking advantage of existing regional order between dominant
countries to persuade North Korea’s reformation and open-door policy,
institutionalization of South and North Korea’s system should be given
priority.

Third, the ROK’s vision of unification in response to disorder of disperse
power should be more complicated depending on whether the South and the
North are equipped with nuclear arsenals and on which player the North chose
as a coalition power. However, excluding the nuclear armament, the Korean
government should focus on strengthening inter-Korean relations by building
cooperative local structure through three-party talks for relevant issues. Also,
the groundwork for opening interaction between South-North Korea by
providing education and training for North Korean officials is needed.

Keywords: New Order in Northeast Asia, Scenario for Confrontational Power
Transition, Scenario for Cooperative Power Balance, Scenario for
Disorder of Disperse Power, Discourse Policy, Organizing Policy,
Institutionalizing Policy
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