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Introduction 1

1 . Introduction

On October 15, 2002, Irag voters cast 100 percernt of vote in
support of President Saddam Hussein in the presidental election,
extending his term of office for another seven years. Within six months,
however, the Husseinregime cdlapsed as aresult of the rag War, and
the lragi people were overjoyed at the liberation from Hussein's rue
and destroyed his statues everywhere. Hussein himself was arrested
by the American troops on December 13, 2003, after months of hiding
since the fal of Baghdad. Upon hearing the news, Iraqi citizens poured
out To the streets in a festive mood. To be sure, there have been terrors
and resistances in the wake of the occupation of Irag. But, it would be
fair to say that a great majority of Iragis turned their backs on Hussein.
This is atypical behavior pattern of the people who have been under
the contra of an oppressive regime.

In contrast, however, many North Korean defectors who fled from
the oppressive regme and food shortage, and are in South Korea,
would corfide that Kim 1l Sung and Kim Jong Il were great leaders and
that they could hardly erase Kim Il Sung, in particuar, from their
memary. In other words, they apparently continue to respect Kim |
Sung and Kim Jong Il even after their escape 1o South Korea, where
the power of the two Kims does not reach. This attitude will show that
Iraq under Hussein and North Korea under the Kims are two ertirely
different cases. Such attitudes of North Korean defectors raise
perplexity in the South Korean mind and make it more difficut for us to
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understand North Korea. Their conflicting attitudes coud also lead 0 a
mistaken understanding of the true nature of the North Korean regime.

At this point, some important questions need to be raised regarding
North Korea's pdlicy of persondlity cut and how we shoud assess its
impact. First, how is personality cut practiced in North Korea, and why
would the people who abhorred the system and so escaped to South
Korea, nevertheless cortinue to adore the leader (s) of the regime they
say they still hate? Itis a very important subject of research to find out
and analyze the underlying fruth about North Korea's personality cult
education and the structure of North Koreanminds thet refuse to shake
off the view of their former leader s long after their defection. Failure to
understand accurately the background of and reasons for their private
respect for the Kims could result in afautty and wrongfu understanding
of the North Korean system. Looking at the defectors who cortinue o
rate Kim Il Sung highly, ordinary South Koreans woud be curious to
know if there were certain merits in the North Korean system that are
yet unknown to them. Some will even go so far as to think that the
reason the North Korean system continues to survive even as other
socialist systems collapsed is because there are certain merits in its
system. This, then, is an important issue that must be clearly examined
and explained.

Second, another important subject of research to properly
understand the North Korean scociety is to examine the impact the
poliica education of Kim Il Sung wor ship has had on the people. An
important fact is that there exist two conflicting positions in the pdiitical
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minds of North Koreans. On the one hand, they love and respect the
Kims as if they were God. On the other hand, they feel hostile,
betrayed and deprived toward the starvation-ridden North Korean
regme. Also, while they would deify the Kims, they woud show deep
anmosity toward cther officials. North Koreans generally fedl hostile to
the party cadres and believe that they are responsible for the food
shortage. This is a form of class conflict between the people and the
cadres. And, we will be able to understand the North Korean scociety
accurately only if these phenomena are fuly analyzed.

North Korea may have succeeded inidolizing Kim 1| Sung and Kim
Jong Il, but many scholars point out that the iddaty itself has also
been working as fetters to the progress of the North Korean society.
Some analysts point tothe low labor productivity as one of the reasons
for the North Korean economic hardship. Perhaps, the low productivity
shoud be seen as a byproduct of its sociopolitical policies that were
focused on pdlitical iddlization. North Korea has been successfu in
pdiical idolization but it failed to efficiently utilize its workforee. In order
to overcome its economic hardship, North Korea will need to pursue
openness and reforms more actively. The problem, however, seems t0
be the clashing attitude of the people toward the cadres, who are
responsible for the attairment of these goals.

One of the most serious aftereffects of personality cult is that
various political education and social contrals mobilized for the purpose
of deification tend to oppress and destroy human nature. As Hans
Johachim Maaz observed, East Germans had suffered a serious
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damage to their mental health under the totalitarian system.! The
German precedent may not repeat itself in North Korea, but the issue
must beraised as an important problem in studying North Korea.

The pupose of this study is to evaluate the positive and negative
effects of North Korea's persondity cut strategy at various levels. The
previous studies onits persondlity cult were largely confined to pointing
out that persondity cult was being promoted in North Korea, and to
discussing the symbadlic meaning of various memaorials and structures
built for this purpose. But, there has been a paucity of critical
evaluations of North Korea's personality cut itself. We dso need to
know the truth about the North Korean leader(s) who are hidden
behind the facade of persondlity cult. Critical analyses of personality
cut and the process of its political sodalization are aso important for
purposes of integration of two Korean systems after the unification.

I have drawn on various speeches of Kim Il Sung and Kim Jong |l
for the purpose of idertifying the strategies of personality cut and the
process of its political socialization. For the purpose of evauating the
impact of personality cut and the process of its political sodalization, |
have relied on the materials obtained through in-depth personal
interviews with North Korean defectors who arein SouthKorea 2

1 Hans-Johachim Maaz, Der Gefuhlsstau (Argon Verlag, 1990) Saikoui sum
(translated by Song Dong-ju n) (Minum-sa, 1994 ),
2 Frtitous names are used when quoting Notth Korean defectors.
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Il . The Strategy of Personality Cult

Thepupose of this chapter is to study the background and reasons
that wil make the North Korean defectors unable to shake off the logic
of personality cut and influence them to continue o believe Kim i
Sung was a leader of divine authority even after they escaped from the
North Korean system and defected to South Korea. Inthis chapter, we
will analyze the structure of various pditical tracts that North Korea put
together to prom ote the persondity cut of Kim I Sung and Kim Jong .
The logica structures of North Korean tracts in this chapter were
identified in the course of in-depth interviews with North Korean

defectors and reviewing various speeches of the Kims.

1.Kim IISung’s Image as a Leader of
Anti-Japan Armed Struggles

One of the maost important points in promating the personality cut
for Kim I Sung is the image that Kim Il Sung was a leader of anti-
Japan armed strugdles. The idea is to make people believe that Kim i
Sung helped recover the courtry from the Japanese through his armed
struggles. In fact, the defector testimonies show that the reason they
regerded Kim Il Sung as agreat leader was because he “is the national
hero who brought liberation to Korea through tenacious armed
strugges.” And, many of them testified that they believed this tobe a
fact of history. Under very adverse conditons, they thought, Kim I
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Sung fought against the Japanese, successfuly defeated them, drove
them out and liberated North Korea

But, it is dso true that many portions about Kim Il Sung's anti-Japan
struggles have been distoted or exagger ated by North Korea. For
example, during his anti-Japan struggdes in 1940 the Japanese drowe
out Kim I Sung into the Khavarovsk region of Russia. There, he was
assigned to a unt of Russia’s Far Eastern Army urtil 1945 whenthe
Soviet Union liberated North Korea from Japan. But this fact has been
hidden away from North Korea's modern history.

In any case, North Korea has highlighted Kim 1| Sung’s arti-Japan
‘partisan” activities, with distortions and exaggerations, as the most
important source of merit in promoting his persondity cult North Korea
aso justfied Kim || Sung as Suryong (the Great Leader) by illustrating
his anti-Japan partisan activities and achievements through various
means of education and media publicty. Kim 1l Sung himself also tried
to promote his stature on the basis of anti-Japan armed struggles. This
effortis dearly visible from the fact that the most frequent reference he

made inhis speeches was his anti-Japan armed struggle experiences.

2.Promotion of Kim’sImage as an Infallible Leader

Anather important strategy in promating the personality cuit for Kim
Il Sung is to build his image as a great and infdlible leader. The idea
was 1o establish the fact that he was a man of unlimited abilites and
was incomparable to any other human being, and that based on his
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abilites he was ableto produce ulimate successes.

Suryong possesses unequalled wisdom, decent Communist virtues,
limitless magnanimity and outstanding leadership that no other human
being could ever have, and he is the supreme lkeader uniformly drecting the
working masses’ revolutionary struggles for self-reliance. His unusually rich
and diverse administrative experiences he accumulated in the course o
revolutionary strugdes and his long-lasting achievements accord him
ebsolute authorty and stature, and he is the truly trusted and respected
lkeader of the people. 3

The above quote shows that Suryong is defined not simply interms
of an institution but in terms of the reasons why his persona abilities
and achievements need be praised. In this regard, Suryong is not
simply a title but a concept designed to build up Kim’s charisma. North

Korea's “Pdiitical Dictionary’ defines Suryong as falows:

Suryong of the working class is the pdlitical leader, who understands
better and envisages farther than anyone else the rational development of
history, dire needs of the times, correlations between the classes, the
environment in which revolutionary struggles proceed, and the way to
achieve the revaution. He most thoroughly represents the interests of the
masses, most accurately realizes their aspirations and directions, and
possesses rich experiences and a scientific art of lkeadership based on long
and trying revolutionary struggles. He is the absodlutely trusted poltical
leader with the highest authority based on his dedcated services to the

3 The SocialScience Publishe s, The Leadership Structure,” Compend um of Juche
Ideology, 9) (Pyongyang: Soca|Science Pub., 1995), p.35.
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geét task of revolution o the working class and the lasting achievements
that the people and the fatherland have withessed which nothing will
possibly bring down.4

In accordance with this defintion, North Korea made it a national
command to obey and respect Suryong absadlutely and unconditionally.
Ths command is known as the “10 Principles’ to support a “unitary
idedogy.” The 10 Principles announced in 1974 are the North Korean
version of “Ten Commandments,” and serve as a palitical bible for all
North Koreans in their daily lives. The 10 Principles demand that
everybody m ust struggle to death to spread Kim 1l Sung'’s revalutionary
spirit throughout the sociely, regard Kim'’s authority as absolute, acoept
Kim’s teachings as faith, and absolutely uphold the principle of
“uncondtionally following” and carrving out Kim’s instructions. The 10th
command demands, “The great revolutonary tasks developed by the
Great Suyong Kim Il Sung must be handed down to and completed by
later generations.” This means that the 10 principles would equally
apply to Kim Jong Il. The dogma of Kim I Sung's infallbility in North
Korea is compar able to the concept of infdlibility of God in Christianity.
And, North Korea's 10 principles seem toser ve similar purposes as the
Ten Commandmerts for Christians. Many scholars have pointed out
that North Karea's strategy to iddize Kim 1l Sung evidently tried to
em uate Christian doctrines in many respects.®

Poftical Dictionary, (Pyongyang : SocialScience Pub., 1973), p. 324

For a detfailed analyss on this point, see Kim Byung-Bho, Refigion and the North
Korean Society: A Comparative Study of Juche Ideolbgy and Chrstianity, (Seoul:
KINU, 2000).
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3.Shifting the Blame on to Others

The “absdute and irfalible’ leader Kim Il Sung ruled North Korea
for half a century. As widely known, however, North Karea is currently
in a dire situation of having to ask for grain assistance from all over the
world as it is unable to meet the most basic needs of the people such
as food, clathing and shelter. The life of North Koreans turned for the
worse after the death of Kim Il Sung, as if to prove that the North
Korean system failed to function properly, especially due to his
absence.®

Given the circumstances, why do people continue to regard Kim i
Sung as the infallible and great leader? it owes much to a cunning
strategy. One of the tactics North Korea has been employing to cover
up its systemic problems is the tactic of “shifting blames” on to others
or to the outside world. Even the blames and responsibilities for the
recent economic hardship are shifted on to lower-level dfficids rather
than on Kim Il Sung or Kim Jong .

For some time now, North Koreans have heard of hearsay of
unknown origin that the economic hardship was “due to the
mism anagement of midde-level officials.”” At the tme of “Hardship
March,” the following rumors circuated widely among the people,
“Happiness March for the dfficials, but Hardship March for the Leader

6 Suh Dae-Sook, Kim Il Sung and Kim Jong Hi, the L eaders of Modem North Korea,
(Seoul: Eulyoo Culture Pub., 2000), p. 158.

7 Testimony of Lee Chul-seung (Formerresearcherat Hydroelectrc Power Research
Inditute, defected in 1994)on Oct. 9, 2003.

8 Testimony of YoonX-sil (Former workerat Syrnge/ampule Factory, defected in
December 2002)on Aug. 18, 2003,
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and the People’®

The method with which Kim I Sung and Kim Jong Il shifted blames
on to their lower echelon staff, was to criticize them for failing to work
diligently, or for therr selfish behaviors and goof-off atitudes.

4.Blaming on Individuals Without Fixing Systemic
Problems

One of the most important technigues of the personality cult
strategy is to make one believe that the fundamental source of the
problem is not the regime o the leader but myself and the systems
around me. In cther words, the trick of this strategy is to make believe
that the root causes for al the problems in the North Korean society do
not stem from its system or the supreme leader, but from the midde
management between the supreme leader and myself; in other words,
the ordinary citizens and individuals, as well as the lower-level units to
which they belong.

This type of thinking is infused into the peaple through the so-called
“life of tota harmony” doctrine. Under this doctrine, everything from
jobs, schools and family life, including one’s thinking and speaking,
would be subject to “public self-criticism,” so that the analysis,
inter pretation, conclusions, and aternatives concerning al collective,
national, social, organizational, and personne problems would
ultimately come down to individuals for their resadution, hence the
downward problem-solving structure.

In other words, the strategy is to train the people’s way of thinkingin
terms of downward problem-solving mode, so that they will believe that
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all absudities and confradictions stemming from bad pdlicies, rigd
systems, or Suryong, in fact, arise from flaws in onesdf, his/her
suroundings o the incompetence of lower-level units.

S0, the “life of total harmony” is a ploy that will force individuals to
look for the causes of political, social and economic tensions and
contradictions from around one’'s own suroundings. Itis a system that
literaly forces individuals fo discover satisfactory answers to the
problems, regardess of who or what caused the problems. Indeed, this
is the most powerfu element that will re-direct the people's concerns
over various problems of the North Korean regime to individual
dimensions, or “mea cupal

If certain problems occur inthe party’s life of total harmony, North
Koreans are educated to look for his/her shortcomings first. And, if they
are dissatisfied with the regime or its pdicies, they are told to come up
with problems and solutions themselves and “study harder,” instead of
blaming Kim II Sungor the regme.

They will receive specific warnings if they tried to shift blames
upward rather than look for the problems and responsibilities within
themselves. They are constantly reminded to find the causes of the
problem within themselves and try harder to rectify the flaws. Inshort,
the people are told not to shift their responsibilities elsewhere, even
though the supreme leader will.

In times of difficulty, Christians would not blame God for the
responsibility but look up to Hm as Savior and pray for ddliverance.
Likewise, North Koreans seem to regard Kim 1| Sung not as a target of
blame but as one of their prayers for deliverance. This is why North
Koreans say they are unable themselves to intrude into Kim I Sung's
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personal domain, because he is absdute and legitimate. Just as
Christians woud lead their lives by the woards of the Bible, North
Koreans are required to live their lives by the palicies of the Party, and
many who are Party’s favorites, will do so?

5.Shifting the Blame on to Internal Enemies

Kim I Sung and Kim Jong Il not only would shift the responsibilities
for various problems on to individuas, but they would also frequerntly
deliver speeches warning against internal enemies at individual levels.
North Korea has been promoting pdlitical socialization through a
“follow-the-model” method. But, it woud always set up internal
enemies. It is well known that North Korea classified its entire
popuation into Core Class (or, Core Masses), Complex Class and
Hostile Class, and would use them as a means of sodal control.

Particuarly noteworthy is the fact that North Korea has aways
come up with a set of internal enemies at every historical turning point
o intimes of political tubulence. For example, when it was promoting
the pdlicy of agricutural cooperatives the regime labeled those who
opposed as “harmful dements,” “agitating eements,” and “reactionary
elements.” In the late 1980s and early 1990s when the regme was
gaing through a period of crisis, slogans warning aganst internal
enemies such as “traitors of socidism” and “arti-revolution agitators”
were created. These were, of course, imaginary internal enemies.

9 Testimonyof Lee Chutseung.
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6. Shifting the Blame on to External Enemies

In addition to its “inter nal enemy’ ploy, North Korea has been taking
advantage of “external enemies” on which fo shift the blames. South
Korea and the United States have been used as its external enemies.
In particuar, its economic hardship was blamed on the U.S. economic
blockade. And, since 1992 when its nuclear problem became an
internationa issue, North Korea developed a theory that the United
States was planning to launcha nuclear attack on North Korea

It has been exaggerating U.S. threats by insisting that not only did
the United States provoke a wer in the past, it was planning ancother
war on the Korean Peninsua

Kim I Sung used to argue that the United States was interfering
with North Korea's industrial development and impeding its economic
activities. Clearly, then, North Korea is shifing the responsiility for the
economic hardship on to the Untied States.

Furthermore, the North Korean leadership tried to shift the blame
for the food shortage on to the changing externa environment since
the collapse of the Socidist bloc. It argued that the changing external
conditions were resporsible for its lack of foreign exchange with which
to purchase grains. By emphasizing that the external conditions in the
1990s were entirely different from the past, it ied to blame external
sources for the difficulties North Korea was experiencing during the
period of “hardship march.”
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7.5hifting the Blames on to Natural Disasters

Inthe process of promoting the Kim I Sung/Kim Jong Il personality
cut, natura disasters were ancther blame-shifting tar get. As an excuse
for the food shortage, North Korea tried to shift the blames on to the
natural disasters it had sustained during the period, rather than to the
policy falures of the leadership.

In fact, Km Jong |l said, “In recent 3-4 years we have sustained
unusually severe natural disasters. Having witnessed the disasters,
those who know our situation well, and even the Americans, called it a
mirade that we kept up our sodalist system and played our role as a
bulwark of socialism.”19

Even North Karea actudly acknowledged the severity of food
shortage, for it coud not possibly deny the redity of massive starvaton
deaths. But, theresponsihility for this situationis shifted over elsewhere
away from the government authorities. It is well documented that when
North Korea asked the international community for grain assistance in
1995, itinsisted that its grain supplies fell short due to the poor harvest
br ought on by the natural disasters.

8. Political Socialization to Re-shape People
into Malleable Humans

One of the important paints of North Korea's persondity cult

1C  Kim Jong Il “About Learning the Revolutionary Miitary Spirit” (From a diabogue
with ranking workers of the KWP Central Committee, March 17, 1997). See
Sekected Works of KimJong If(KWP Publication, 2000), p. 294,
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strategy is not simply to promote the iddization of Kim 1l Sung but to
educate the people in such a way that they would be unable o think
logically or critically. It is a strategy of political sociaization that woud
not alow any criticsm of personality cult itself. Persondity cut involves
lots of exaggeration and fabrication of facts. Any revelation of true
facts, or criticism of them, would be a serious matter, so it was
imperative to prevent such possibiliies from the source.

One of the objedtives of the “Human-reshaping Project,” then, is 1o
foster uncritical, blind-following human nature. The “theary of human-
reshaping’ is the textbook of North Korea’s pditical socialization.
According to this theory, the objective is to reshape individuals as
human robots who will think and behave exacty as Kim 1l Sung will
think and behave.

The purpose of this humanreshaping project is to indoctinate and
reshape the people such that they will blind-falow Kim I Sung without
any criical thinking ahilites. Consequently, most North Koreans were
not allowed to learn any concepts or theories with which to analyze
their reality, hence were unable to raise problems or think criticaly.
Even the South Karean academic community was able to critically
examine thelr own society after the schdars were exposed to such
radical ideas as the “dependency theory,” “Marxism-Leninsm” and
‘criiques of Marxism.” So, it would not be too difficut to imagine how
narrow the line of thinking of North Koreas woud be if they were taught
and dlowed only the “unitary ideology (Juche)” for decades.

Defectar Lee Chu-seung said he once participated in a meeting of
the “three great revolutions squad.” A senior person there posed a
simple question to him, “What comes first in life, materials or idedogy?”
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He said this simple question threw him info a shock, and it was his first
experience of independent thinking.

In order to eliminate the very sources of critica thinking, North
Korea even removed all pamphiets and books on Marxism-Leninism in
the 1970s. In efforts o train the North Korean mind with the Kim I
Sung thought, North Korea totdly confiscated al books and arficles on
the topics of Marx-Leninism. As a result, there is no book in North
Korea today that will help nurture critical thinking or dissenting
viewpoints. Under these circumstances, it woud be extremely difficut
to form caritical viewpoints concerning Kim 1l Sung. The defectors who
had never beencritical in NorthKorea confessed that they were unable
toform critical opinions even in South Korea. This is one of the reasons
why the North Korean defectors in South Korea are still unable to
criicaly andyze Kim Il Sung or his pdiicies.
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II . The Consequences and Impact of
Personality Cult

Thus far, we have tried to identify the reasons why the North
Koreanpeople still believe that Kim | Sung was agreat leader even as
they were driven into extreme economic hardship and to the edge of
regme collapse. In order to promote personality cut trough which it
hopes to maintain the Kim I Sung/Kim Jong Il regime, NorthKorea has
been investing an enormous amount of national effort in this project,
operating various systems and organizations, and mobilizing its
populace for political rallies designed to uphold the theme of
persondity cult

In this chapter, we will review the impact of various pdlicies the
North Korean leader(s) have carried out for half a century to promote
their persondlity cult

1.The Effect of the Personality Cult Strategy

A. Overall Assessment

The fdlowing is the essernce of findings of this study regarding the
structure of ideological logic for personality cut. North Korea tried o
infuse into the people with the idea that the leader was great and the
system superior. It tied to exaggerate past achievements if they had
some merit and paint the future with robust hopes. To the extent that
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there were problems, North Korea ddliberately shifted blames on to
others, by faulting lower echelon people, blaming exter na and internal
eremies, or finding excuses in natural disasters. Ths is the basic
structure of buiding the persondity cut And, various public relaions
tools and physical repressions were used to “interndize” these
arguments in the minds of the people.

Apparently, the strategy of personality cult North Korea has
pursued for haf a century has had some success. The evidence of this
success is the fact that Kim Il Sung's power was never seriously
challenged until his death. However, it woud be difficut to conclude
that the strategy of personality cult succeeded based simply on public
consent Another important tool was physical repressions. In fact, strict
surwillance and socia control in North Korea is well known. To be
sure, a well-structured political argument for personality cult was
developed and widely circuated through repeated education and
public media, but mare frequently North Korea relied on physical
repressions for the pupose. Professor Suh Dae-Sook pointed out that
Kim I Sung and Kim Jong Il have been maintaining the regime onthe
basis not of popular support but of North Korean People’'s Army.

Because the regime employed physica repressions in most cases,
there is an interesting side to the perception structure of the North
Korean people. They show a tendercy fo think of Kim | Sung and the
North Korean socialist system separately. They tend to think that Kim I
Sung is great but the North Korean system contains lots of problems,

11 Suh Dae-Sook, North Korean Leaders: Kim I[Sung and K im Jong If, (Seou |, Eu lyoo
Cultural Pub. Co, 2000), p. 157.



The Consequences and Impact of Personality Cut 19

including the massive starvation deaths. Kim Il Sungis in the absolute
domain, hence all judgments are reserved, but they tend o give a
negative assessment onvarious problems of the system.

They also distinguish Kim I Sung from Kim Jong Il. They have a
much lower regard for Km Jong I compared to Kim || Sung. They say
they used to have high expectations for Kim Jong |, because they
received lots of education about him. They thought the son woud be
perfect as the sole successor. But, they were gradually disappointed at
Kim Jong lI's perfarmance as their leader, because he would go
around military units, asking to achieve nationa unification, while
people were starving and dying inthe aftermath of Kim 1l Sung’s death.

Ultimately, reactions against Kim Jong Il began to appear soon after
the death of Kim Il Sung. The root causes were the frustrations of the
present and the hopelessness for the futire. Even the intdlectuas and
ranking officias, not to mention the genera public, began to think thet
Kim Jong Il was not good enough. They began to ask whether there
wer e anything good that Kim Jong Il had dore for the people.'?

Recenty, there is a uniform line of thinking from hightlevel officias
to low-level workers and farmers. The ideais that the economy, hence
the nation, has been in decline since the onset of the Kim Jong |l era
Since the death of Kim 1l Sung, people’s expectations of Kim Jong |
have maostly evaporated and no one will hold out hope for the younger
Kim’'s regme. The ranking officials would endue the situation and
render superficial loyalty since they get relalively better benefits, while

12 Testimony of Lee Wook-byung (Former miltary supply guidance agent at Nampo,
defected in December 2002)d uring an interview on Nov. 9, 2003,
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workers, farmers and lower-level pegple woud persevere with the
reality because they have no other alter natives. Frequently the North
Korean defectors would say that the world has come to an end. What
they meant by “an end” was that there was nothing to eat and no
workplace was running, hence the end of the world.™

Despite enormous efforts over the years to promote personality cult
and pditical sodalization, Kim Jong II's persona authority seems to
have significanty degraded. Clearly, then, in order to muster pditical
support, economic progress woud be more effective than ideology
education. An excéllert case in point is South Korea's President Park
Chung Hee (r. 1961-1979), who is highly regarded for his achievement
of r apid economic growth despite his authoritarianstyle of rule.

B. The Effect of Each Strategy

Among the many strategies to promate personality cult for Kim I
Sung, the effort to paint the image of Kim I Sung as the sole, infalible
leader seems to have made some success.

And, this infdlible leader image has appar ently benefited from the
strategy of shifting the blames for failures or problems on to other
sources, such as the lower-level officials, individual citzens, external
souces and natural disasters. And, the most effective of them was 0
shift the blames on to low-ranking officias. This is quite appar ent from
the testimonies of most defectors from North Korea. Despite their

13 Testimony of Lim Bok-sin (Age 48, Former senior technican at a Paper Mill,
defected in October 1 998).
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experiences of economic hardship and food shortage, they woud
continue to argue in South Korea that Kim Il Sung’s policies were
correct, but the low-ranking offidals were the problems.

But, most North Koreans no longer believe in the visions of bright
future the regime is presenting to the people. Many of them now
bédlievethat they have beendeceived.

North Koreans say they have a saying, “Lack of food makes you
think fast"™ The factor that most directly triggered their aritical spirit
against the regime was absdute poverty.

In addition to absolute poverty, they say they felt deceived because
the regme was propagandizing too many things that were far from the
reality they personally knew otherwise.

Ideology is intimately connected with redlity, such as food, shelter
and clothing, but the latter never came close to what the former
promised. North Koreans are human beings, t00; so they say they
know how to connect the two imperatives. They say they get angry and
frustrated because the regime continues 1o exerdse contrad over them,
even though they were so poar as to skip even the subsistence-level
meals.

North Koreans often emphasize, “Even worms will begin to profess
their opinions if lied to too many times.” They cannot and do not openly
discuss persona complaints, but they will do so between dose friends
and relatives. Some Security or Sodal Safety agents are nasty, but
most of them woud simply warm their seats, waiting for better

14 Testimony of Suh Chukyoung (Age 25, Former signalman at Sechon Rail Station,
Namyang Branch Office, Chungjin Railway Bureau, defecded to the South Aug. 14,
1999).
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opportunities. This is the atlitude of mast of the officids at Security and
Socid Safety Agencies. For example, they would let the people know
in advance when the inspection or audit agents will show up. Short of
advance notice, they will at least look the other way about
“misdemeanors.” In other words, they, too, have come fo realize how
they have been lied to for decades. One defector testified that North
Koreans have enough sense o see through their reality despite the
ideological education they received, and sad, “Workers are not
ignorant. In fact, a dozen of ignorant workers will outsmart the
smartest.”1®

They also said the North Korean people were full of frustrations.
They now realize, “We have been living for decades without
expressing our views, but everyting is for naught. This is no way o
lead alife” In other words, they began to break out of the fantasy and
facethe reality.

North Koreans often express this type of awareness by saying, “We
now know all that we need to know.” Some people have aready
overcome their frustrations, and are now waiting for new opportunities.
Their outlook has aready completely changed. And, they blame this
outcome on Kim Jong Il.

The reason the North Korean system is sfill running despite the
changing outlook of North Koreans is because the system of physical
contrdl is stil working effectively. As Prof. Suhinsisted above, the most
effective means of maintaining the North Korean system are the ever-

1€ Testimony of Lee Im-young (Age 36, Third Secretary, Deputy Chef at Dandong
Office, China, from the Accounting Depatment of Geu msusan Peopk’s Assembly,
defected to the South in December 1997 ).
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presernt surveillance andthe abusive physical contrals.

2.The Impact of Personality Cult

The policy of promoting personality cut has had too many
unintended repercussions on the North Korean society. The policy
forced North Koreans into amiser able life thet would threaten even the
minmum level of subsistence: Socially, they fomented distrust and
conflict between the dasses; Pdlitically, they forced the personality cult
of Km Il Sung and Kim Jong I upon the people; And, economically,
they caused ineffidency and stagnation. In the following, let us review
in detail the impact of personadlity cult by sectors.

A. On Individuals

The Oppressed Life

Various measues taken for the promation of personality cut have
forced unhappy lives on individuals. From the socioeconomic point of
view, North Koreans are forced on a life that woud be similar to or
worse than the serfs of the Midde Ages. They are not dlowed to hod
or leave jobs at will, and employment is a m atter not of individual rights
but of a duty to the state. Just as the serfs were bound to the master’s
estate inthe Midde Ages, North Korean farmers and workers are tied
down to their assigned factory and land for life.

In addition to the sodoeconomic yoke, they are put under tight
pdlitca controls. Any word or action against the Kim I Sung and Kim
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Jong Il personality cult will constitute a political crime. Even occasional
meetings of friends are politically prohibited, because the closer the
friendship the greater the chance of criticizing the leaders and
discussing pdlitica issues. This is the reason why North Korea will
allow “comrades” but not “friends.” As a resut, people are bound to
foster distrusting relationships, but never amicable social relationships
between and among individuals, which will in tun make it difficuit to
feel an emational fulfilment through social contacts. In fact, North
Koreans would feel more fear and emational instahility when they meet
with others due to the ever-present surveillance and the possible
physica punishment

Even though most North Koreans are socio-economically
controlled, their economic hardship continues to persist They areliving
on the verge of starvation, and the most basic human needs are not
met and unavaiable. Indeed, an untold number of people are facing
starvation in North Koreatoday.

Under such impoverished and repressive conditions, grudges and
complaints are bound to accumulate, but North Koreans are prohibited
from openy expressing them. When expressions of emotions are
suppressed, the sense of frustration and deprivation will naturally grow
deeper. But, the highest of all “socialist ideals” is said to be the
suppression of emctions. Emctions stemming from insecurity, anger,
pan, sorrow and pleasure are all regarded as tabocs in a socialist
society. People are told to avoid negative feelings, and suppress
expressions of pleasure. Controlling and suppressing emations are
regarded as virtues o socialist ideals. Only those who are highly
trained in controlling one's emational process are said to qualify as the
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cadre of the Party, Governmernt or Military. '®

North Korearns in fact understand the essence of the problem(s),
but will desist from expressing them. They al know that their society
has serious problems, but they will not, and must not, express them. A
defector testified that al North Koreans, to a person, share exactly the

same view."
Socio-Psychologica Malaise

Many North Koreans are known to suffer rom pent-up emotional
stresses due to urreleased emotions over time. This stress called
‘han’ in Korean is typicaly a resut of undigested emotiona stresses
resuting from inabilities to openly release one’s persond feelings,
frustrations, and sense of inustice. Many North Korean defectors
frequently testify that there were many people with “han” in North
Korea. They say there are many cadres whom the people would like to
shoat firstif war broke out They say if people were to accept this sort
of psychological frame of mind as destiny and adust themselves to it, it
would soon become part of life and a universal attitude.'®

The psychological state of mind known as “han’ coud develop ino
a neurological illness. In neurology, this illness is called in many
names, such as neurosis, psychoneurosis, phobia, dbsession,

1€ Hans Joachim Maaz, op.cit., pp. 89-91.

17 Testimony of Lee Jae (Age 37, Writer and Producer at Miltary Entertain ment Unit,
defected to the South in March 1999).

1€ Testimony of Kim Chul-dae (former researcher at Mathematical Engineering
Center, Institute of Scie nce; defected in January 1999).
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depression, daustrophobia, and hypersensitivity, al of which is caused
mostly by a pradonged unstable state of mind.

The people living under the sodalist systems have extreme fears
toward gover rment agents and are very suspicious of other people.
This may not be a symptom of neurosis, but based on defector
testimonies it is clear that there are many who are suffering from this
syndrome.

North Koreans are said to be suffering from two kinds of fears. First
is the fear that | could fall prey fo the system as a pditical scapegoat
Because they have lived oppressed lives, there always is a fear of one
kind or another. Fear of public executionis one and suddenly
disappearing neighbas are another source of fear. North Koreans
believe that under the present situation where everything and anything
could become unlawful ard illegal at any momernt, anyone could be
charged with illegality. They feel constantly unstable for fear that they
might fal to carry out the instructions of the party. '®

The fear or phobia of North Koreans also stem from the
survelllance and reporting systems. They aways fear that someone is
watching over them, and worry that if reported as a pdlitical criminal the
entire family wouldbe punished. This sort of fedling is widely shared by
ordinary dtizens. Even ardinary citizens should reserve their words,
since informants (or “the eyeballs”) are everywhere.

Because North Koreans are in such an unstable state of mind,
everyorne around woud “dl be startled” if a safety agent caled out,
“Hey!” The reason is that once a secuity or safety agent decided to

1S Testimony of defector Chung Suk-young (Age 23, Elementary school teacher,
North Hamkyung Province, defected in January 1999).
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investigate a dtizen, no one coud escape dtation of violations of some
party rues and reguations. So, everyone fears so deeply as to worry
that “the agent knows everything down to the bottom of my mind.” If a
security agent were looking for someone, he/she would simply freeze
onthe spot out of fear. Most people who are taken to various detention
camps are not due o any particuar anti-regime behaviors but due o
wrong expressions of words.?° So, everyone adways hes fears and
suffer from some type of phobia.

The second fear North Koreans are suffering from is uncertairties
concerning ther livelihood. They fear that | might aso become like that
person dying from starvation. Amid numerous starvation deaths,
surviva itself woud be uncertain, hence the fear.

The two fears are intimately related to death. They both stem from
uncertain future, instability of daily lives, political repressions and
psychological fears. The higher their sodal positions, the deeper their
political fears; and the lower therr lkevels, the more unstable and uncertain
their livelihood. Due to the aftershocks of openness, the higher echelon
people are purged more often. People in the special categories, such as

having lived abroad, are more conscious of surweillance and informers. !

2C Testimony of Lee Jae (Age 37, Wrter and producer at Miltary Peformance Unit,
defected in March 1999 ).

21 Testimony of Lee Imyoung (Age 36, Accounting Department, Geumsusan
People’'sPalace, defeded in December1997).
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Cardiac Neuosis

Cardiac neurosis is a result of constant fears turning into a heart
problem. A North Korean defector testified that about 80 percent of
North Korean women were suffering from this illness. 222

Defector Kim Kyung-hae testified that most married women in
North Korea are suffering from heart problems (cardiac neurosis).
Almost every married woman has heart conditions of one kind or
another, because they must endure the stresses of daily lives in
addition to thefears and uncertaintes coming rom their social life. Men
would seldom suffer from this ilness, which is more common among
women. The mother of one defector was an internist in North Korea,
and when female patients come to her clinic she would first of all ask if
they were married, because the doctor would warnt o examine the
heart condition first. This is an indication of how marny married women
were suffering from heart illnesses.

The cardiac neurosis coud be animportant indicator of the level of
painof North Koreanpeople.

22 Patients suffering fom cardac neurosis would complain about heart problems,
even though there s no specifc physiological heart dsorder. (For professional
details, see hitp./foodbes.netan.comand http//nanumpe ki/n h4frfr020607 .htm

23  Testimones of defectors Kim Kyung-hae and Kim Nan-ae.
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B. On the Society

Aggravating Socia Cortlict

One of the strategies to promote personality cut for Kim I Sung
and Kim Jong Il was to shift the blames onto lower level dfficials, while
emphasizing that Kim Il Sung and Kim Jong || were infallible. This
strategy brought on a serious conflict between the classes. North
Korea tried to absdutely deify Kim Il Sung and Kim Jong I, while
shifing the blames for economic hardship and other problems on o
lower level officials. As a result of constantly accusing low-level officials
of carruptions, ilicit frafficking, bureaucratic mannerism and abuses of
power, most dtizens came to feel hostile to them. This is one of the
aftereffects of pditical socialization, which promoted the two top
leaders as sacred, whilethe rest of the officials took the blames.

Atleastin the 1970s when the succession problem was emerging,
the North Korean people generally accepted Kim Il Sung's
characterization, “Ou world is a world of the working class.” In the
1980s, however, they rejected this premise and used to say, “Our
world is a world of offidals.” 24

Under the recent economic hardship, the struggle between the
officials and the people over the scarce commodiies has become
fierce, and their mutual hostility has become sharper. As the economic
hardship worsened, the ruing class would mongpdize the scarce

24 Testimony of Lee Chul-seung (Researcher at Hydroelectric Research Institute,
defected in 1994) during an intervewon Oct. 9, 2003.
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resouces by mobiizing al kinds of just and unust methods, and the
people had to suffer a severe sense of relative deprivation. Broadly
speaking, about 10 percent of the people are powerfu and well o do,
about 40 percent belong to what may be called middle class, engaged
in smuggling or business of some sart, and the remaining 50 percent
are the deprived class who are suffering from very difficut conditions.
Until the early 1980s, peoplethought the officials and non-officials were
living together under same conditions. But, as economic hardship
deteriorated, people began to believe that inequadlity between the
officials and the genreral public became apparent and serious.
Increasingly, many citizens woud complain, “Recent three years were
more difficult than pre-liberation days. Our artipathy is beyond control.”
These grudges stem from their desperate condition of absolute
poverty. North Koreans' grudges and sense of rejection against
officiads are widespread, even though their levels and natue of
complaint may differ rom person to person and from one class to the
other. But, the interesting paint is that their grudges are aimed mainy
at the dfficias below Kim Jong |l

North Koreans woud never openly swear at or cuse out officias,
but between dose friends they woud do so al the tme. They believe
dl offidals are thieves, who simply keep their positions by means of
flattery.

People say officials deserve firing squads. They would rob and
skim profits from the people engaged in pedding, but officias are free
to induge in large-scde transactions. Officials usually do business,
taking advantage of existing systems and organizations. They woud
telephore a storage or warehouse keeper or a detail leader and ask
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them to put several bushels of rice on the truck he was sending over to
some place. The lower level managers woud smply have to comply.
In short, they are engaged in underground business transactions,
taking advantage of official lines, or, what may be caled “white-cdlar
ctimes.” They are like parasites, taking personal profits out of national
systems.

North Koreans would cal such dfficias “a landord-like bastard’ or
“Sarim,” a well-known villain inthe novel, Imkukjung. About the officials,
they would complain, “The problem is the middle leg.” But, they would
not operly resist or protest because if they were to argue with party
officials they would be criticized as harming the authority of the party.?

Ancther problem the people point out is that officials would file false
reports. To protect their own skin, the officials woud report that
everything was fine when in fact everything was wrong, and people
believe this type of false reporting practice is what hampers national
development.

Defectors also relate that officials often take self-protective
measures against the rising grudges of the people, by instaling grid
fences and padlocks around their homes, saying, “I fear citizens
because they all lock like reactonaries to me.”

Many officials fear that the citizens might beat them to death, and
they are afraid of the ordinary people. Some even specuate that in the
event of major pditical upheavals the elite baelonging to Core Masses,
such as families of party or security depariment woud be the first ones

2¢  Testimony of Kim Jung-hoon (Union kader, Ra-hong Rail Fadory, defected n April
2003) during an inte vewon Oct. 27, 2003.
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fleeing to South Karea

It woud be next to impossible 1o expect an organized resistance in
North Korea But, persond level avenges are taking place quite often
and inmarny places. Incidents like terrorizing the safety agerts, security
agents and party cadres are frequent.?® So, officias would seldom
venture out at night. In one area of Hamkyung Province, there was
even a case of sabotage. The following are a few examples of people’s
hostile behaviors against dfficias. The Foreign Ministry officals woud
wear Red Guard uniforms on their way to work and change into normal
attire at the office for fear that people might unleash their anger at
them.

At coamines, they would openly tell the propaganda instructors
from the centra party to go back, saying, “Bring some rice and clean
soot out of my throat.” So, when the propaganda instructors from the
central party attempt to conduct their projects in the provincial areas,
the level of hostility of the people is so high that they have to mowe
around covertly. Itis almost like penetrating behind enemy lines during
the Japanese occupation period. As a resut, the party propaganda
projects are conducted at particuar places behind the scenes, and
lectures are given only to “core workers.”%’

Due to the hostile attitude of farmers, the deputy chairpersons of
the Agricutura Committees are generally afraid to go out for on-site

2€ Testimony of Lee Kwan-moon (Age 33, Worker at the 10.19 Mine, Namechon
Chemical Factory, Atomic Power Industry Department, Pyongsan, North
Hamkyung Province, defected May 12, 1998).

27 Testimonyof Lee Soo<dong (Diplomat assigned to North Korean Embassy i Italy,
defected in February 1998)
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gudance warks. This would mean that the level of hostility among the
people is very high and serious.

Because many North Koreans are engaged in peddling, they
frequently come into contact with railroad safety agents. So, North
Koreans generdly hate most the railroad safety agents and the mobile
safety agents who make rounds in the marketplaces. People also try to
avoid soldiers. They say nothing is left once the sdldiers pass through,
because they sted everything adong the route. People call these
soldiers “Tobi,” or indigenous bandits. 2

They say the instructions from hightlevel offices are not fully carried
out at lower levels. Since the officia in charge would be reprimanded in
any case, officials woud avoid such posts unless there were some
chances of making profits.

Due to the hostiliies of the people, officials would find themselves
between the rock and ahard place. Kim Jong |l would frequently purge
offidals, blaming that they faled to implement necessary measures,
even though his pdlicies were right. In short, officials are being
squeezed between the pressures from the top and hostiliies from the
bottom.%®

North Korea's power elites are fuly aware of these grudges of the
people and their potentia volatility. This is precisely the reason why the
North Korean leadership is persistertly hanging on to its closed-door

28 Testimony of Kim Nan-ae (Worker at Qualty Control Inspectors’ Office, Science
and Technology Commission, defeded in October 1997)

2¢ Testimony of Kang Kuk-in (Materials receiver at Electric Machine Factory,
Hweryong, North Hamkyung Province, defected in February 2003) during an
intervew on July 3, 2003.
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polices. The power €lites do realize the fact that in the event of a war
many woud aim the guns at them rather than outward. They woud
argue that this possibiiity is confined to a part of Complex Masses, but
in fact such behaviors are also expected from the genera public. It
appears that the North Korean elites are fuly aware of the social
contradictions that were brought on by their own exdusive privileges
and their repressive pdlicies. So, they are constanty guarding against
possible resistances of the people.

By now, however, people began to change their view that only the
officias were to blame. First of all, there occurred a series of shocking
events in the 1990s, and the target of blame has been moving up from
the mid-level offidals to higher levels. So, North Koreans will now want
to blame Kim Jong |, but to avoid personal dangers people woud
continue to blame mid-level officials rather than Kim Jong I himself.
People wil nottalk about Kim Jong Il because if ever one appeared to
suspect Kim, heshe would be risking hisher life. But, there are reports
that the people dong the border region are openly criticzing Kim Jong

I 30

Promating a Dua Outlook on the Society

Another problem the pdlitical socialization for unconditional
persondity cult has brought on is the widespread cynicism and
sarcasm about the authority of state. Superficially they all seem to

3C Testimony of Kim Nan-ae (Worker at Qualty Control Inspectors’ Oifice, Science
and Technolbgy Commisson, defeded in October 1997) during an interview.
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oblige, but in places where surveillance is absent, people woud resist
and become critical of their society. One of the socia char acteristics of
a repressive regime is that people would hide their feelings and only
express politically safe emotions that come from pretension and
disguise.

These behavior patterns are characterized by dual moral
standards, duplicitous thinking, dual personality and contradictory
moral codes. These terms in fact describe the same phenomenon. I
means that people would fdlow public rues in their public lives, but
they woud follow anentirely dfferent set of m oral values of their ownin
their private lives. The fact that they follow a dual mora standard
shows that in public lives a broad spectrum of people maintain cynical
attitudes toward public authority.

By fdlowing one’s own values privately, they are in effect liberating
themselves from public systems. These dttitudes are part of self-
defense mechanism and an important socio-psychological
phenomenon that supports a psychologica dudlity in the people of the
developing socidist socielies.

Under this type of psychological disaffection, people would
gradually turn away from officia values, hide out privately, depend on
alcohal, concentraie on materialistic personal interests, ignore sodial
norms, prefer lives at the system’s periphery, and participate in illegal
ecohomic adtivities. And, these “soft exits” are the types of self-defense
mechanism of the people in sodalist societies.

Furthermore, a sort of class antipathy, or “us” versus “them,” has
developed between the offidals and workers, ruers and the rued, and
the regime and the masses. Underneath these perceptions lies the
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psyche of relection. Instead of integration with the ruer, people woud
seek separation and independence.®? Searching for an alternative
idedlogy 1o socidism would not be a concern of the masses &t this
stage. Therefore, even the most vocal critique would continue 0 use
official palitical terminologies and demand for a better and true
sociaism, because any language critical of sociaism would still be too
dangerous. Deepinside, however, he/she would probably ignore, or be
cynica toward public authority.

From a review of these concepts, it is clear that individuals under
the socidist systems will maintain a dualistic strategy of trying to avoid
pditical punishments by the repressive regime and protect personal
interests. In the public ream, they will fallow public prindples, but in
their private reams, they will pursue individualism; in public they cbey
but in private they criticize, which would be a treacherous behavior.
Externally they oblige, but internally they resist, trying to meet both
sides of the same coin, smultaneously.

This phenomenon may be defined as individudistic ratonalism,
which is a unique concept in the soddist society.

Yang Tong spoke of three reactions of citizens in the declining
process of socidist systems.®® They are “exit” “voice” and “loyalty,”
respectively. Under the politically oppressive systems, very few were
able to *hard exit” such as defections or emigrations. Voidng was also
very restricted. An absolute mgjority, therefore, had to remain in the

31 VYanqi Tong, “Mass Alenation under State Socalsm and After” Communist and
Pog-Communist Studies, vol. 28, No. 2, pp. 215-218.

3z John Harsanyi, “Advances in Unde rstanding Rational| Behavior,” in Jon Elster, ed.,
Rational Choice, (NY: New York University Press, 1986).
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system. If they didnt choose “loyalty,” they had no other alternatives.
As a resut, they had to opt for a “soft exit” from the official system, or,
as some scholars cdled it, the “second sodety.” This option will include
making intentional mistakes, absenteeism, reporting in sick, and other
well-known and effective evasion from official duties 3

Sccial scientists, such as Hawel®®, Shigpentokh®®, and Kuran®',
who had closely observed the socidisms in the Soviet Union and
Eastern European countries, described these behaviors in terms of
dualistic individual behavior patterns.3® James Scott has aso
developed new concepts like the weapons of the weak, the resistance
through daily lives, andthe techniques of resistance.*®

In order to understand the behavior patterns of North Koreans, it is
necessary to distinguish the rea thoughts from fabricated behaviors. |t
is said that what they do inthe public ream and in private are entirely
separate and different. For example, their attitude during the idedlogy

33 Yangi Tong, “Mass Ale nation under State Socialsmand After,”pp. 215237,

34 Ibd.p.219.

3% Vaclv Have| et al., The Power of the Powerless: Citizens agafnst the State n
Central-Easfem Eurmpe, (NY: Sharpe), pp. 2427 .

3€  Viadimir Shlapentokh, “Two Levels of Public Opinion,” Public Opmwon Quartery,
vol. 49 (1985), p. 448

37 Timur Kuran, “Now Out of Never. The Element of Sumrise n the Eas European
Revolution of 1989 " Worfd Politics, vol 44, No. 1, p. 13.

38 Fordetais see Suh Jae Jean, The Second Sockety i North Korea: A Study on the
Duality of Social Structure and Social Conscioushness,” (Seoul: Nanam Publishers,
1995), Chapter II.

3¢ James Scott, The Weapon of the Weak Everyday Fonns of Resisfance, (New
Haven: Yale Universty Press, 1985); James Scott, Dominaton and the Art of
Resistance: Hidden Transcripts, (New Hawen: Yale Unive rsity Press, 1990).
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class and their words and expressions during the 10-minute break are
entirely different. It is said that they must maintain a Janus face o
survive in the North Korean system. And, such tendency is more
sdlient if one's socid status is higher.

Ancther example is that while anindividual has his bidlogical father,
he dso has Kim Il Sung as his political “father.” This type of dual ways
of thinking has become a secord nature from the moment of birth in
North Korea®. The state is maintaining socidism, and the people are
engaged in capitalism. The state is insisting upon collectivism, while
the people are pursuing individuadism. The people live in their own way
of capitaism, even under state interventions. This is the know-how of
suviva they have learned through 10-plus years of personal
experiences since the collapse of socialism. People who started out
early intheir personal business are able to lead somewhat stable lives,
but those who tried to depend on the party are facing desperation.
Those who borrowed money from their relatives in Japan or Ching,
and went into business are the best off class of people. In short,
capitalism is spontaneously sprouting from within the North Korean
system.

Even Juche Idedogy, which is the ruling ideology, is understood
differently from the wishes of the authorities. The instructors of political
studies woud reinforce by saying, “You are the master of your own
destiny, and you are the pioneers of your own destiny.” But, the people
would complain that the government woud not take necessary actions

4C Testimonyof Lee Jae (Age 37, Writer and producer at Military Performance Unit,
defected in March 1999).
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to connect this with redity. The people generaly believe that the
Worker's Party is the master of their lives, because it can help or Kill
them at wil. The basic tenet of Juche Ideology is simple, “The master
of one’s own destiny is oneself, and the power to explore one’s destiny
also comes from oneself. The master of revolution and construction is
the people, and the power to drive revolution and construction aso
comes from the people.” But, most people do not remember all cther
words, except that, “The master of one’s destiny is oneself.” They
understand the words, “the master of one's own destiny,” to mean thet
one is fuly responsible for securing necessary foods and leading one’s
own life#!

C. Political Levels

TheKim Il Sung/Kim Jong |l personality cut was intended to sdlidify
their pdliica power. It has helped strengthen Kim Il Sung's power and
the power succession to Kim Jong Il. Paradoxically, however,
persondity cult is also dysfunctional in maintaining Kim Jong II's power.
The reasonis that Kim | Sung's charisma was so solid and powerful in
the minds of the people that there was little room for them to respect
Kim Jorng Il as a great leader. Kim Il Sung may have beentoo tal for
Kim Jong Il to measue wp to even if he put on high-heel shoes. Kim I
Sung was too brightly deified for Kim Jong Il to shine his own light For
Kim Jong I, then, Kim Il Sung has become a mgar hurdle to jump

41 Testimony of Suh Chul-young (Signalman at Sechon Rail Station, Namyang
Branch Office, Chungjin Raiload Bureau; Defeded August 14, 1999).
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over.

Traditionally, top leaders have aways detracted their predecessors
to raise his own authority. The reason Nikita Khrushchev launched the
de-Stalinzation movement was precisely because Stalin's stature was
too highly deified that there was no room for Khrushchev to step in.
Kim Jong II, of couse, is not Khrushchevin any case, so heis trying to
utilize the deified Kim Il Sung’'s authority to promate his own. This
strategy is possible because of their father-son relationship, and it
seems to be workingto some extent But, there is a limit for Kim Jong Il
to clam his own authority. Futhermaore, Kim Jong Il is in a posttion of
having to inherit all the burdens of fallacies and contradictions
accumuated during the Kim Il Sung era. Since the North Korean
people firmly believe in the greatness of Kim I Sung, they assume alll
the problems of the North Korean system are entirely the responsibility
of Kim Jong Il. Another reason is that North Korea's economic
difficulties began to surface from the mid-1970s when Kim Jong I
emerged as the successor.

Consequently, al the problems since m ust be the responsibility of
Kim Jong Il. Maost North Koreans believe that their economic hardship
is due to the mistakes of Kim Jong I..

At the same time, however, the favorable assessments given 1o
Kim I Sung will dso be discredited in due course. When the distorted
history to promote the deification of Kim Il Sung is revealed as false, all
the credit will instantly disappear and his stature drop off the precipice.
Kim Il Sung’s stature among North Koreans will instantly disappear if
only one histarical fact was properly informed of them: If North Koreans
find out that the Korean War was not started by Americans but by Kim
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I Sung himsédf, the basis of his legiimacy will instantly dissipate.

D. Economic Levels

The Kim Il SungKim Jong Il personality cult has brought on a
suicidel impact on the economic sector. The fundamental causes ¢ T8
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nality Cylili Te Cassperssof Pagomlity

Cultitiii The Effetof the Rersonality Quit Stratégy 17A.Overal
| Assessdt 1B.The Effect of ExchStratdly2®. Tre Inpact of Rerso
nal ityQUTt 28 On Individuls 2B. O the SocigheT. On thePolit
ical Secpr 3D.the Eonanic ScIR Codusions ikt TIIIEEEER

@ Ctobey 15 2002, Iraqi votersast DO moertof \de i nsuypor
t of President Saddam Huesen in thepresidential elect in, extadirg
his teem of office for ahother sewen years Withinsix nmonths
,haever, te Hisseinregie olpsed as a

resglt of thelragWar, endthe ragi pple were owjoed at the
| iberation fron Husein’s ruleard @stoedhis staties everywhere Hus
sein hirel fvas arrestadby t he Averican troops o Ceenber 13, 2008,
termon ths ofhidingsince the fal | of Bagdad. W hearirg the
rens, lrayi citizens pourgbut bthe streets ina fstive mood. To
be sure therehawben terrorsend resistags in theveke of the ccau
peticn of Irag. Bit, it woud befair to say that a great major ity
of lraqis turnd ther beks on Hesein. Th'

s is a typical bdhavior mttemn of the people wo haw be
en urdethe caontrol of an oppressiveregime. ln contrast, howeve
r, many Nor thKorem defectors who fled f romtre oppressive raime
ardfod o rle, adare n SouthKorea,wouldcorfide thatKim |1 Sug
ad Kim Jorg 11 wregreat leders adiat tey couldl hardly eraseKi
m 113rg in partiaular, franthei rrevory.  In other words, theyapp
arenty antinue to reget Km [1&ngand Kiméng Il evenaf ter the



thatl raq urder Hssen andMrth Koreauder th e

Kims are twoenti relydifferant cases. Such attitudes of No
rthiKreen defectors rai seperplexity in the Souh korean mind a

N

d nde it morediffiult fo us TodMe hpect of Persality Quit i

h Mrth Krauncers tardNorthiérea. Their anf | icting at titaesoculdal
9 lead to anistakan utkrstanding of the true natureof the Nrt
h KommregineAt thispint, sime important questiors need tote r
aised regardingNath Korea’s po licy o persaa litycult ad
how we sould asss itsinpact. Fird, how is persoality all tpractieed
in Nor th Korea, and vhywuldthe peopke wodhorred tre sysien and s
oesgred to Southoreg newrtleless cont ine toadorethe leackr (s) 0
f tle regine theysay they still hate? It Ba weryiportant abjet of re
searchto find ouand analye the underlying truth gout North
Koreas pasomalityculteducation ard the structue of Noth Koeen
minck that refuse t’



andreasos for theirprivatesgect for the K

ult in a faultyard wongful wnderstandingof the No rth Korea
n system. Lookirg at tle defectors who continwe torate Kim |1
Sung highly, ordinary SuthKorearsvauld be auriowstoknay if theewe
re catain reik in teNorth Koreen systenthat areet wknomto tren. S
arevl levengosofar as to think that hereson theNorthKorean gsten @
nt inues tosurvi \e even as othasaalist syske

msod Ipselis becawse tlerearecertainmerits in itssysten. Ths,
th;y isan inportent isue ttat mud be clear| y examiredand expl
ained.Socond another important subject d resaarch to prgerl ywnde
rs tard te Norh Koean society is to earine te impact thepol itical educ
atimof Kim 1l Sung vorship hes had on tte ople. Aimportant fat is
that tere exist o aofl i ctirg positias inte politicdf@gus d N
orthKoears.On  the ore hand, they lowe ad respet theKins as if the
y vere Gal. On the ot hand, they feel hostile betrayed ard dpri
ved tonard the stanation-riddenNothkorarregyime. Also, whi le t
hey would deify te Kis, treywould showdepanimositytonardother of
ficials. MrthKiears greral |y feel hostile tothe party cadres ard b
eliew tat they are egondb le for te foosshor

tape. This isa famofclas anfl ict ketwen the paple ad t
heades. Md, ve vill be able tounderstadie MrthKoean saigyacua
telyonly if tesepgenoeraare full y analyzalNor thKea maey hae acoesde
d inidbliazng Kim 1 1 urg ad Kmng 11, butmary scholarspo in
t ait tat tre idatry iself hes akteervorkirg

as Bites to the progess of te Nor thkorean ©c iety. Soeanalyst



point bte lawlabx prauctivity as one of the reasmsfor the N
orth Ko remecromic hardship. Perlgs, te low
praductivity$oul d e seensa bypradud of its socigpolitic
al polices tatwerefocused onpol itical idol ization. North Korea has
beensucoesful impiticd idolization but it faled to efficietly
utili zits workforce. In orderto oercae its ewnanic rardship,
Nor th Korea wil | need to pusumpenness amdrefoms nore tively
. The problem, hovever, searstdoe the clahing atti tuke of the p
eople oward the cadres,who aeresponsible fr tie attainmet of thes
e goals.Qeof the st serias aftereffects of pasomality ault is
thatvariouspo litical education ad socid @ntrols mobilized for th
e pupsd ceificdinterd to oppress ard cestroyhman retue. As Hans
bhachinVeez  osered, Bad Gamas had sufersla er ashe hpact of Rer
spelityQult in Nrth Koreadamage to treir mental freal th udkr the
total itar an sy e
eman preglert may rot reeat itself in Nrthkorea, kut tre is
swmst be raisedas an nportat problenin studyirg NorhKorea
The purpose of thisstudy is to ewllate the positive ad ngativee
ffes o brthKrea’s pesmality cult setegyat various leds. Tepre
vias stdiesoits peroonalitycut were Argely enfinedto pointi
nopd that pesonal ity alt was kei ng pomoted in Noth Korea a
nd todiscuesirg the synwlicmeaning of varioss meorials and strct
uretui It for this purpose But, there Iss bama paicityd critica
levaluations of Nor thkorea's personal ity cult itself. We al
so read tokmow tle truthabout the North Korean leder (s) whoae hi
dderbehind the faame of persord ity cult. Gitical aml yses of per
sadityalt ad the processof itspolitical sccialization aeako i



n portant foupoees ofintegeain of wo Kore

an systens afterthe unfiation. | have drawn onvar ious speches

of Kim Il Sung andKim Jong lifor the murpose of idntifyig the
stategies of personal ity cult ad therocess ofitspoliti@l soci
al i zetion. For e purposeof evalatirg theinpect of pe

remality cultand the poeess of its politicd socidization, |
hawe elied onthematerials diained thagh i ndgpth pe rscnal intervi

TR he Strategy of Rrsondity Qi ‘
- purpose o this chapter is to study the tekgrard ad re
asnsthatwill meke the North Koreandefectors unable to shake
off tlelgicof pronalitycut ad influence trem to continu
e bleliee Kim | 1Sug wasalexderof divine autority even aft
e
r thy escped fran thébr thkorean systenanddefecd to South K
orea In this chgpter, wewi || analyz te structue o \arious piitic
al tracts that Nor thKy eaput together to pomde the personal i ty cult
of Km 1l Sungand Km dng llThe Iqgical stnctues of NorthKorea
n trats in this dapter wreidntified in the courseof indepth intervi
as with Nor thKomardsgctor sard  reviewing varias ppeeches of teKirrfiili
-
YN - of tlemost importan
t wints inpomoting the persal itycultfor Kimll Sung is teimae th
at Kimll Sung vs a ledder of anti-Japan armed strggles. Te
idea is b make peqple believe thaKm IISug heéped resver the ¢
ountry from the fJraesethrough his amebstrugles. In fat, te dic



r testimnies siwv that the reson theregarded Kim 11 Sung as ag
rat leaer vas kecase he's te ratioralhero wo b

raght lieratin to korea thragh tenacious amedstruggles.” Anl,
many of then testifia that they beliewd this to beafet
of histay. Urirvery adver se coditions, they thaght, Kim#E—$H hp
act of Perscnality Cult in Nrth KoreaSug fouht against th
e Jpaex, swc

cessfully dfatedthen, drovettenout ad liberatediorth KeaBut, it
is abo true that meny portions dout Kim 11 Surg’s arti-Jpan
strugg les have beendistorted or exgggeratedby NorthKorea Forexa
mple, during his anti-Jgpan strugles in 1940 the Japares drov
eait Kinll Suyg iro the Kaar 0wk region of Rsia. Thee, h

ewasasiged b a unit of Rssia’'sFar EssternArmy until 1945 when

thQviet Unionliberated North Korea frondJapan. But this fact

has beahidien away f randr th Korea’s modem histary.ln any cee, Nr
thkoreats highlighed KimIl Sg's at

i -Jpan“partiaf ativti es, with distotiors and exagpr atiors, as
themost important scuraedf nerit in podirg hispe rsonditycult.
N th Korea | sojustif ied Kml | Sung as 3uryong (te Gegt leads) by il Letr
atirthis ant i-Japen partisan activi tisadachiesnats though varas
mars of eduat ion admalia pbltity. Km 1|

Sunghinself dso tr i edto pramote his shture onthe basis of anti
-Jamna rmed struggle. Thiseffat is cear ly visble fion tie fat that them
ost fregquent refencelemak in his spexhes ves his anti-Jgan

amed struggl e exerigteg 1 to O
other mportant strategyin proncting te personal itycult frKindl Sug
isto buildhisimageasa gal ad infalible leakr. The ideavas 1o



estdbl ishtre fact thdhe wesaren of inlimi

ted abilities ades incomparab | eto any other human being, and
trat tesel on hisThe Stratey of Pesnality GljedDil ities e vas a
be to produce ul tate siccesses .Suryong possesses unegla lle
dwi gdan, deont Caqminist virtues, limtless magnenimity end autdand
ing ledership that noo

ther humarbeing couldeer have, and he is the supeme lea
cer wifomly di recting themorking masses’ revolutionary struggles fo
r self-rel iance His unsal lyrichanddive rseadministr ative exper
iencss e accunulated n the course of revo lutiorary strugles adh
is long-hsting achievements accord himabsolie autiority and staturg a
nd he is the truly trusted and re sec tedleader of the pop léq=im
he aboe quoteshas tha Suyog is defingl not sinplyin temsof a
n institutionbutin &ms o themsms why his persmal abi litesada
chieverentsreed be praised. In this regard, Sunprgis rotsinply a tit
le hut acoeept desigad to kuild p Kim’s char ista. NortHorea’'s

“Politica Dictbrary” df ines Sunorg asfollosSunong o f the work

ing class is the political leader, who wnderstadbetter and envisege
s farther than ayxneelse the rationl devebpment ofhisory, dire nee
ds of the tires, corelatbns

betwen the c lasses, theenvirament hwhich revoltionary struggle
s procesd, ad thewsy taxhiae trerewlution. Hemost toroudly rre
sents te interestsof thamasse s, most accurately ralizes theiraspi
rations addirections, andwsssss rich exper ierwes and a sci
enti ficart of badership basedon lognd trying rewolutionary strugg
les. 8 is the absolutely trustedpoliticalleadr with te highes
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in North Koegreat task of reolution of
theworking cless endtle lasting echievamtsthat thepeopleard
the fatherland have witnessed whid rothig wi | Ipssi bly
brigcvah acorhnawi th this defin
i tin, NorthKorea madeit andicelamad b dey and regect
Snyrg dasd u telyand unconditional |
y.This comad is knomn &5 the “10Principles” bsuygort a
“unitaryideology.” Te 10 Pr
rciples anounad in 1974 are tte North Koreaversio
nof “Ten Gsmadents,”
ard serwe as apolitial bible for allNorthkoreans int
e irdaily lives. The 10 Pinciples demad thateer
ybodymust strugde to deathto spred Kim 11 Sug’s revd U
tiomarypirit t
hraghout thesociety, repard Kim’s autlority asdsolute, acoe
ptKirs teachigs as faith, ad aml ukly uyh
oldthe principle of “uncandi tiod ly fdlavirg” ad car ryig out
Kims irstnctions. The 1thoomand derends, “Te grea
t reoldionay



tads devdqed by th&eat Sgrg Km Il Sin

g mst be handel donto ad conpeted bylater gmeratios.” Thi
smemns that thet

0 principleswuld eqal lygpply to Kim Jwg I | . Fe doga of Kiml
| Surgs irdlibility inNorthkorea is @rpard

le to the conapt of nfal libility of Gi in Qiristiani ty.Ad, N
ath Korea’'s1D pr irciples sam tosene s inlaprposesas t
heTen Comarderts for

Coristians o Tany sgto Tagpvnao

e ponted cutthat Nrh Korea’ sstidegy to bliz Km 1 | Surngevidnt
ly tried tomulde Gristian doctr ires in men

_re ‘sbsolute and infal | ble”

&= der Kim 11 Surg ruled Nath Koreafor  half
acentury. Aswidelyknown, hoever, Noath Koe iscurmtlyinad
i resitud ion of

le

having tosk for gmain asistane franal | owr thewor Ides i
t is udbe g the nostlesic reedof e p@

subh as foo 0, ¢ 1 oo thiy End  shy

ter. Tre lifeofNorth Koeans tunead for thevorse dter thede
ath of KimlIl Sung, as if bprowethat t



Nortbreansystem failelto it ionproperly, epe cial lyd
e b hilfgsentre cir curstass, why dpeople contiue to rap
rdKim 11&ung as te infallibkarigeat lesdr ? It owes much b aan
nirgstrategy Ore & the t
ctics NrthKorea hasbeen employing o covaup it
s systemicproblems isthe tadicof “shifting blanes” o
n to aersor to theoutsi
e wrld. Even the blaves and responsibil ities for
therecent economic hardship e shifted onto loer-lev
el offcias ratherhan o
Kim Il1Sug or Km Jng Il.For sare t ime row, Norh Kore a
rshaehard of hearsay ofuknown originthat theannamc
hardshp was tlue b trer snaegerent o fmidde- led
of ficias. Rt the tim
e of “HarghifMrch” the following runors ciraul ated widely emayg tre
peple, ‘HappinessMach for the d






