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Abstract

Politics and Economy in a Transitional China
Bae, Jung-Ho and Choi, Soo-Young et al

Under the leadership of Deng Xiaoping in 1978, China built
special economic zones in several coastal areas including
Shenzhen, Zhuhai, Xiamen, and Pudong, as a strategy to
develop the coastal areas to strive for its Reformation and
Open Policy. During the next 30 years, China has sustained
high economic growth and grew to be the world’s second
largest economy in 2010, replacing Japan, and emerged as a
member of the GZ.

However, experts’ views on the sustainability of China’s
economic growth and its future political economy environment
are divided; some are optimistic, but others are not.

This research project analyzes China’s political economy in
its transition, with focus on (1) China’s strategy to develop its
coastal area and the resulting proliferation of special economic
zones and the limits of such strategy, (2) China's 5th
generation leadership and the challenges that they face, and

(3) economic cooperation between South Korea and China.

Keywords: China’s Reforms and Opening, Special Economic
Zone, The Fifth Generation Leadership
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