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Abstract

Analysis on the Current Status of Chinese Think Tanks
and Experts on the Korean Peninsula

Jun, Byoungkon & Yang, Gabyong

This study aims to provide an analysis on the current status and
characteristics of Chinese think tanks and their Korea experts, which have a
great influence on China’s policy on South Korea and its decision-making
process.

In this paper, the current statuses of 14 think tanks in Beijing, Shanghai
and Northeast China that are focused on the issues regarding the Korean
Peninsula will be reviewed. Furthermore, an analysis of these think tanks’
research trends, which are categorized into 7 different topics that include
domestic issues in South Korea, South Korean-Chinese relations, domestic
issues in North Korea, North Korean-Chinese relations, inter-Korean relations,
North Korean nuclear issue, diplomacy and security, and economic
cooperation on the Korean Peninsula, will be provided. The analysis is
conducted based on these think tanks’ main publications in 16 academic
journals, which are composed of 615 articles related to issues concerning the
Korean Peninsula from 2002 to 2012.

This study primarily focuses on 56 Korea experts, who have published
articles, and analyzes their age, ethnic background, region of origin and their
expertise, while their research interests are also measured in accordance to the
7 aforementioned topics of research trends. In addition, this article reviews the
frequency of the experts’ appearances in major media sources, such as the
official Xinhua News Agency, the People’s Daily and CCTV (China Central
Television), in order to measure the experts’ reputation and influence over the
public.

This study evaluates policy influences as well as the limitations of
Chinese think tanks and their experts in regards to the Korean Peninsula based
on the outcomes of the research. It also provides future suggestions for
implementing an integrated management system in Chinese think tanks as well
as establishing a Sino-Korean 1.5 track and networking among civilian experts.




Key Words: Think Tanks, Korea Experts, Research on the Korean Peninsula,
Policy Influences, Policy Decision-making Process, Research
Trends
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