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L Abstract

Urban Politics and
Spatial Structure of Pyongyang

Hong, min et al.

One of the noticeable governing codes of North Korea since
Kim Jong—un’s rise to power has been building civilized cities
which align with ‘global trends.” ‘Construction’ is the most
spectacular means of displaying civilization, and a city is
viewed as the object of such display., Kim Jong—un has
consistently pursued a policy that prioritizes construction
since before he took power in 2010, As if to make up for the
years of backwardness and regression caused by the economic
hardships of the 1990s, Kim Jong—un seems to have projected
his desire to revitalize the country's image onto cities, While
this state—led construction boom is primarily for governance
purposes, it has had a number of socioeconomic ramifications,
Markets have been revitalized by the construction boom, the
residents’ housing needs piqued, and the residents’ mobility
increased, The confluence of market and construction led to

certain changes not only in terms of the hardware of the city

15



Urban Politics and Spatial Structure of Pyongyang

as a whole, but also in the existing production and commercial
networks,

This study aims to examine the changes of North Korean
cities since Kim Jong—un took power in terms of urban
politics, apartment construction, and commercial and factory
locations, To this end, it focused on Pyongyang, where Kim's
construction politics was most intensely projected onto, First,
it examined how Kim Jong—un’s construction politics has been
implemented, what his intentions are in terms of governance,
and what changes it brought to the North Korean society.

Second, it analyzed the trends and characteristics of
Pyongyang’s private home construction since Kim Jong—un
took power, It examined the achievements and limitations of
the construction of ‘Sallimjip (private homes),” a symbol of
Kim Jong—un’s construction politics, By distinguishing between
targeted and general construction, it aimed to understand the
differences in the concentration of construction capacity and
to identify differences in the form of private homes across
districts and zones, The study found that the construction of
apartments in Pyongyang is a representative project of Kim
Jong—un’s ‘people’s politics,” which focuses on targeted
construction and concentrating national construction capabilities
to carry it out in a short period of time, However, despite the
apparent achievements, qualitative problems due to prolonged
delays in completion, lack of finishing materials, and limitations

in the interior building industry are presumed to exist,

16



Abstract

In addition, despite changes in the administrative districts
of Pyongyang, the effectiveness of urban construction is
evident in that it expands Pyongyang outwards by
decentralizing the population and building satellite cities,
and the expansion of satellite cities is connected to the key
transportation networks in Pyongyang. However, despite the
actual construction, numerous challenges remain in overcoming
the constraints of convenience of transportation, transportation
industry, culture, sports, art space, convenience of living,
and infrastructure (water and sewage, power grid, household
energy, etc.).

Third, this study analyzed the types of commercial facilities,
characteristics of location, and commercial districts in
Pyongyang during the Kim Jong—un era, The aim is to
understand the changes in the retail market in North Korea
under Kim Jong—un, which is being incorporated into the
system, It is significant to broaden the horizon of research
from market—centered studies to include commercial facilities
including state—owned stores, The study focused on socialist
commercial facilities in Pyongyang, which are socialist
commercial enterprises that is responsible for supply and
sales within the society.

While the official market has been known to account for the
larget share of North Korea's retail business, the study found
that the state—owned store networks showed some signs of

recovery, According to a report by the Kodong Sinmun, there

17



Urban Politics and Spatial Structure of Pyongyang

are more than 200 state—owned stores operating in
Pyongyang alone, This suggests that the North Korean
authorities are emerging and establishing themselves as
direct actors of the market economy in the retail sector, The
authorities are directly entering into large—scale distribution
and establishing new distribution facilities through joint
ventures with foreign countries, The North Korean authorities
are expanding the scope of official economic activities of the
domestic market by promoting the use of cards and reviving
state—owned stores through strategies aimed at normalizing
production and supply functions, improving the quality of
domestic products, improving the sales methods of state—owned
stores, introducing franchise stores, computerizing store
operations, and modernizing stores, In the past, the general
market and state—owned stores competed against each other,
but under Kim Jong—un, state—owned stores have been
modernized and upgraded to serve as a consumer culture
distinct from the general market, The revival of state—owned
businesses seems to be playing a role in increasing
government revenues from enterprise profits, social insurance
contributions, and land use fees by increasing the utilization
rate of factories, businesses, and stores,

Finally, it aspired to understand the location of factories
and enterprises in Pyongyang, as well as the production and
labor conditions, Pyongyang can be considered a ‘factory

city,” that has much more factories than any other cities in

18




Abstract

North Korea and in the world, Since the Japanese occupation,
Pyongyang has been home to heavy industries, including the
arms industry, which led to the establishment of many urban
facilities, including railroads, Even after the Korean War,
Pyongyang continued to remain as a factory city as a result
of policies that supported rapid restoration of factory
facilities and urban infrastructure,

Here, the history of factories in Pyongyang from the
beginning of the city's association with factories and the
spaces in which they were located will be examined, Second,
whether the validity of the term “factory city’ has been
retained will be examined, This will be reviewed through the
current state of the authorities’ plans and considerations
(fiscial or operational situation, etc.) for factory spaces,
Third, factories and workers are inextricably linked, Therefore,
this study examines the connection between spaces for
factories and spaces for workers, The lives of the workers of
Pyongyang’s factories will be examined based on changes
made to spaces for workers (such as housing), Fourth, by
doing so, this study hopes to reveal the pressure for change
that the socialist ‘factory city’, the planned city of Pyongyang

is currently receiving,

Keywords: Pyongyang, performative city, urban politics, Sallimjip,

commercial space, factory
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