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L Abstract

North Korea’s Bargaining Strategy for
Nuclear Weapons

: Assessment and Forecast

Chung, Sung-Yoon & Kim, Minsung

The purpose of this study is to anticipate what kind of
relationships the Kim Jong—un regime will attempt to establish
with major states in order to secure its status as a nuclear
state, Specifically, this study analyzes what kinds of
capabilities the North Korean leadership pursues to enhance
and with which strategies the regime intends to negotiate
with neighboring countries as it strives to achieve the
objective of being recognized as a nuclear state, a goal that
the North Korean regime is aggressively pursuing today.
Through this analysis, the study hopes to contribute to our
understanding of how the North Korean regime has utilized
nuclear weapons for its external relations in order to survive,
and anticipate how it seeks to use its nuclear capabilities in

the future,



North Korea's Bargaining Strategy for Nuclear Weapons: Assessment and Forecast

Given these goals, the study first evaluates how the Kim
Jong—un regime perceives the dynamics on the Korean
peninsula and within the region from the perspective of North
Korea, Next, the study describes the diplomatic and security
objectives the North Korean regime has devised in response
to its surrounding environment, and further explains which
capabilities are being pursued and which strategies are being
considered by North Korea to achieve these objectives, Based
on these evaluations of North Korea's perceptions of the
current environment, capabilities, and strategies, the study
categorizes the strategic preferences of the North Korean
regime that it has likely identified internally,

The study subsequently outlines four scenarios based on
North Korea's preferences, ranging from best, second—best,
least—worst, and worst, and discusses how North Korea
perceives the likelihood of success and potential obstacles for
each of these scenarios, The study concludes that the North
Korean leadership will continue to pursue the official status
of a nuclear state and consequently seek capabilities and
strategies to achieve this goal, regardless of the probability
of success, In addition, however, the study also anticipates
that if the North Korean regime ultimately determines that
its goal of being recognized as a nuclear state is impossible
for whatever reason, it will try to obtain the effects of being
a nuclear state by securing parts of its nuclear weapons
capabilities as a secondary option,

However, the study also expects that North Korea is already

10



Abstract

anticipating the various obstacles that it might encounter and
contemplating how to respond to these challenges, regardless
of North Korea's preferences or the likelihood of success in
each scenario, In particular, it is possible that North Korea
is concerned about forceful denuclearization by the US
through military action or a change of heart by its Chinese
allies, Therefore, North Korea is likely to consider the
effective deterrence of military actions by the U.S, as well as
strengthening cooperative relationships with China and
Russia as its most important diplomatic and security objectives
before it achieves the ultimate goal of being recognized as a
nuclear state,

In the end, however, this study views that the likelihood of
North Korea achieving its goal of being recognized as a
nuclear state is extremely low, This is because it is highly
unlikely that even China and Russia, two close partners of
North Korea, will officially recognize North Korea as a
nuclear state, Moreover, both China and Russia will become
less inclined to explicitly defend North Korea's nuclear efforts
since these two countries need to prevent the U.S, from
increasing influence and presence in the region, As a result,
the study argues that it is extremely improbable that North
Korea will achieve its intended goal of becoming a nuclear

state, despite its intent and efforts,

Keywords: Nuclear State Status, Nuclear Capabilities, Nuclear Strategy,
Bargaining, Preferences
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37/ McGeorge Bundy, “The Unimpressive Record of Atomic Diplomacy,” in The
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2023.8.5.).

47/ Bruce W, Bennett, Uncertainties in the North Korean Threat (Santa
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g 5 e TS 7L Qe Ao R Frlstal Qloke Aes, ©
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1270742] A4k F=o] QS-S At vl Aok 7 A9l AR S EA

B3} LA (Stockholm International Peace Research Institute:

74/ BEEGE. o) det, “ERte] EHE e A9 A, TERORIEGAEA ) (F=
AT, 2023.1.11), pp. 1~9 Rx, F HILAQ AL 2010 A LZ
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e 55 9% A FEAEY ek Ad 12930 7hsE VIR0 R 58
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75/ 0|=t }5kA} WY (Federation of American Scientist: FAS)2] A|ASHEALE A
2>(Status of World Nuclear Forces) 2%, Hans Kristensen et al,, “Status
of World Nuclear Forces,” FAS, March 31, 2023, <https://fas,org/initiative/
status—world—nuclear—forces/) (Accessed August 10, 2023).

76/ ISIS Wi A= the-S I David Albright, “North Korean Nuclear Weapons
Arsenal: New Estimates of its Size and Configuration,” Institute for Science
and International Security, April 10, 2023, <https://isis—online, org/isis—
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matesy (Accessed July 28, 2023).
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/sites/default/files/YB23%2007%20WNF pdf) (Accessed August 10, 2023),
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&, 2023.1.1,

80/ David Albright, ‘“North Korean Nuclear Weapons Arsenal: New Estimates
of its Size and Configuration,” p. 6.
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20095 (3| EAFA, 2022), p. 2.

86/ “og-g Amol ‘=7NEA AF ‘1‘:}3 53t o] 5] vAlY B T,
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01164y (HMY: 2023.8.5.).
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