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mmmm Abstract

DPRK-Russia Military Cooperation and Pyongyang’s
Objective: Challenge to U.S. Extended Deterrence

Hwang, Il do

North Korea's primary objective in recent years has been to establish
a nuclear force capable of assured retaliation against the United States
mainland. This paper analyzes Pyongyang's long-term aspiration to build
such a force and interprets it through the lens of nuclear deterrence theory,
particularly in light of the events surrounding the North Korea-Russia
summit on September 13, 2023. North Korea perceives that global
developments, exemplified by Russia’s intervention in Ukraine, create
favorable conditions for realizing this long-term goal. The construction of
submarine-launched ballistic missiles (SLBMs) and nuclear-propelled
submarines is viewed as the most feasible path to achieving this objective.
Much of North Korea’'s major domestic and foreign policies in the latter
part of 2023, including its sustained control-enhanced economic policy
after the border blockade was lifted, its constitutional declaration as a
nuclear state, and its pursuit of “anti-imperialist solidarity” with Global
South nations, can be understood as contributing to the pursuit of these
objectives.

Key Words: North Korean nuclear capabilities, nuclear deterrence theory,
North Korea-Russia summit, control-enhanced economic policy,
multipolar international order.
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