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Korea-US-Japan Trilateral Cooperation
and the Korea’s Future Diplomatic Tasks

Park, Thn-hwi

The Camp David Summit between Korea, US, and Japan was the first
trilateral meeting among the three countries as an independent diplomatic
occasion, not as a part of the other multilateral meetings. Even though the
three have each own national identities and interests, they strongly believe
that the three countries’ cooperation should bring about the larger
diplomatic and security benefits in facing the crisis of the liberal
international order. The Cam David spirits also identified that 1) the three
countries clearly share the importance of ‘value & order-based’
international order, 2) they also agree the both traditional and non-
traditional problems in international society no more can be handled by
any single state.

It is said that the Korean government has played an active role and
initiative in finalizing the Camp David joint statement. Korea clearly has
different national interests in some subjects as the other two countries
have, but at the same time the participation to the cooperation with the two
democratically advanced countries is very critical. It is important to
consolidate the Korea's better status in international society with the
beginning of the trilateral cooperation, and we have to do our best to bring
about a positive effect to the North Korea problem from the better status.

Key Words: Camp David joint statement, Korea-US-Japan cooperation, crisis
in international order, Indo-Pacific strategy, minilateralism,
oder-based order



