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Pyongyang, Pyonghattan, and Pyonghattanism during =
the Kim Jong-Un era in North Korea o

09

1]}

Ahn, Jin-Hee and Sim, Jisoo ol

i

lﬁj.l

This study compares the power of Kim Jong-il and Kim Jong-un b
through the lens of skyscrapers as symbols of their regimes’ power. While o
the number of skyscrapers in Pyongyang increased during Kim Jong-un'’s m
era, there was little change in the scale of power projection per building ﬁ
compared to his predecessor. This aspect indicates that Kim Jong-un —
inherited his power rather than acquiring it himself. Next, we compared F—g
the urban planning centered around skyscrapers during the two leaders’ fon
eras. As a result, Pyongyang under Kim Jong-un's leadership showed N
similarities to Manhattan, as evidenced by its nickname “Pyonghattan’. uﬁ
Manhattan's skyscrapers evolved into a form where the unit area per unit 41>

increased as the building height increased, a difficult technological
achievement that was replaced by the power of ostentation. However,
Pyongyang's Ryugyong Hotel is still the tallest building, and it is difficult to
find any further developmental progress beyond the pyramid of empty
space that narrows. The power of the Kim Jong-un regime viewed through
skyscrapers shows that it is striving to expand beyond the inherited power,
but is considerably stagnant in terms of direction and speed. The
skyscraper city of the Kim Jong-un regime is a visual strategy to hide this
stagnation.

Key Words: Kim Jong-il, skyscraper, Rem Koolhaas, Le Corbusier, Radian
City, Manhattan, Manhattanism
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