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Abstract

A Study on North Korea’s Governance Strategy through
the Discourse of City Construction in the Fra of Kim
Jong Un

Park, Sohye

The purpose of this study is to examine North Korea's governance
strategy through the discourse of city construction in the era of Kim Jong
Un. The discourse of city construction in the era of Kim Jong Un is formed
as a direct expression of the national goals of building a “socialist power”
and a “socialist civilization,” and it is composed of concrete substance.

The characteristics of the governance strategy, as seen through the
discourse of city construction in the era of Kim Jong Un, can be summarized
into three key themes: “science and technology,” “future,” and “environment.”
Firstly, it emphasizes “science and technology” and utilizes slogans such as
“self-reliance and self-rehabilitation” and “bringing up all the people as
scientific and technological talents” in governance. Secondly, it highlights
“future” and emphasizes the need to catch up with the “civilized time” by
speeding up, symbolizing youth and leadership as the embodiment of the
future. Thirdly, “environment,” which represents aesthetics and international
status, becomes a visual strategy discourse that concretizes the concept of
a “civilized powerful nation.”

The era of Kim Jong Un began with the continuation of the construction
discourse of the former leaders, but developed a differentiated governance
strategy for the Kim Jong Un regime by unfolding the discourse of
construction towards the “comprehensive development of Korean-style
socialism” with modifiers such as “new Juche of the 100s,” “new Pyongyang
speed,” and “new era of grand construction.”

Key Words: Kim Jong Un, Pyongyang, Governance Strategy, Socialist Power,
Socialist Civilization, Korean-style Socialism



