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This research aims to review and assess North Korea s foreign 

policy goals of the last ten years, patterns of changes in such 

goals, the composition of the foreign policy elite, and changes of 

patterns in policy decision-making with the focus on North 

Korea s nuclear diplomacy. The study objectively examines the 

progress of North Korea s nuclear development of the last 

decade and the current status of its nuclear force. It then 

assesses how the advanced nuclear capacity has impacted North 

Korea s foreign policy decision-making and draws strategic 

implications. Building on such analysis, the research seeks to 

identify structural and ideological factors of North Korea s 

nuclear armament policy. In addition, the research analyzes 

changes of foreign policy elites and nuclear diplomacy under the 

Kim Jong-un regime. Second, the study investigates patterns of 

nuclear and foreign policy changes, precisely policy on the U.S. 

and China, under the Kim Jong-un regime. Moreover, it 

diachronically reviews North Korea s nuclear issues and 

denuclearization issues in international relations of Northeast 

Asia under the Kim Jong-un regime over the last decade. It then 



analyzes and evaluates how North Korea s series of policies on 

the U.S., China, and South Korea have unfolded over the years.

This research paper consists of the following chapters. 

Introduction and Chapter cover nuclear development, the 

formulation of nuclear discourse, and changes in foreign 

policy elites of the last decade under the Kim Jong-un 

regime. The sub-chapters are as follows: the current status 

of the nuclear development and strategic implications under 

the Kim Jong-un regime (Sub-chapter 1); the development of 

nuclear discourse under Kim Jong-un (Sub-chapter 2); and 

the make-up of foreign policy elites and their periodic 

replacement (Sub-chapter 3). Chapter describes how the 

Kim Jong-un regime s foreign policy and diplomacy have 

unfolded so far. This chapter diachronically looks into the 

overall trends of the foreign policy of the Kim Jong-un 

regime over the last ten years (Sub-chapter 1). It then 

analyzes and examines the main goals and the process of 

North Korea s policy on China (Sub-chapter 2), the U.S. 

(Sub-chapter 3), and South Korea (Sub-chapter 4).

The authors of this study conclude that North Korea s 

denuclearization is highly unlikely unless unexpected events 

occur. Analysis of this research suggests that North Korea 

may use its advanced nuclear capability to restructure 

relations with the U.S. and South Korea in a way that would 



guarantee the survival of the current regime or pursue the 

maximalist goal of nullifying the ROK-US alliance and 

attempting to change the status quo of the Korean Peninsula. 

In other words, North Korea s nuclear armament is likely to 

either maintain or reinforce the structure prone to the crisis 

on the Korean Peninsula.

Therefore, a new approach is necessary to improve the 

reliability of extended deterrence in the realm of military and 

security. Diplomatic efforts are required to strengthen 

international cooperation and craft a North Korea policy that 

involves China and a policy designed to stabilize the Korean 

Peninsula.
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