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The Arms Race and the Establishment of

Peace on the Korean Peninsula

Jang, Cheol-Wun et al.

The arms race on the Korean peninsula predominantly
between the two Koreas that has intensified in recent years
effectively began immediately after Korea's independence
from Japanese colonial rule, Such an arms race remains the
most fundamental obstacle to the establishment of peace on
the Korean peninsula, The purpose of this study is to review
the arms race on the Korean peninsula that has continued for
more than 70 years from a historical perspective, anticipate
its future, and propose methods to firmly establish peace on
the Korean peninsula with a focus on military issues based on

the preceding analysis,

From the perspectives of structure and actors, there have
been several changes to the arms race on the Korean peninsula
during its more than 70—year history, The main actors in the
arms race on the Korean peninsula following Korea's independence
were South and North Korea, with both sides strengthening
their conventional military capabilities, After the conclusion
of the armistice agreement that ended the Korean War,

however, the arms race transformed into a competition of

Abstract

13



conventional capabilities between North Korean forces aided
by support from China’s People’s Liberation Army (PLA) to the
north of the 38th parallel, and the South Korean military
backed by U.S. Forces in Korea (USFK) to the south. The
deployment of tactical nuclear weapons to the Korean peninsula
in the mid—1950s by the U.S, resulted in the acquisition of non
—conventional capabilities in the south, which consequently
altered the military balance on the Korean peninsula into an

asymmetric one,

Since the complete withdrawal of the PLA, only North
Korean forces remained to the north of the demilitarized
zone, which consequently resulted in a more severe military
imbalance on the Korean peninsula, The ROK—-US Combined
Forces Command (ROK—-US CFC), established in 1978, firmly
consolidated the South Korean military and the USFK to
precipitate another change to the military balance on the
Korean peninsula, The withdrawal of tactical nuclear weapons
from the Korean peninsula soon after the end of the Cold War
meant that the arms race would return to being centered
on conventional capabilities, But with the development of
nuclear weapons, North Korea armed with non—conventional
weapons which subsequently resulted in an entirely new form
of asymmetry in the military balance on the Korean

peninsula,



Today, the military balance between the two Koreas in
terms of missiles and conventional weaponry is thought to
be asymmetric, where North Korea has the quantitative
advantage while South Korea has the qualitative advantage,
In addition to U.S, extended deterrence, South Korea has
strengthened its advanced conventional capabilities to respond
to North Korea's nuclear program. Though improvements to
North Korea's conventional capabilities since 2020 are
noticeable, it does not seem likely that North Korea will
overtake South Korea's qualitative advantage anytime soon.,
Nevertheless, the past dynamics of the arms race are expected
to continue on the Korean peninsula for the foreseeable

future,

This arms race has been the fundamental reason why an
unstable and uncertain peace has remained on the Korean
peninsula, In other words, the arms race must either be
suspended or eliminated in order to better stabilize and
establish peace on the Korean peninsula, But, as stated
above, the arms race on the Korean peninsula is likely to
continue in the future, Therefore, there is a need to seek
realistic alternatives to establish and stabilize peace on the

Korean peninsula while the arms race persists,

This study proposes the reduction of military tensions as an

alternative way to establish peace on the Korean peninsula,

Abstract
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This, in turn, can be conceived separately as reducing the
likelihood of military conflict on the Korean peninsula on the
one hand, and alleviating the threats posed by the two Koreas
against each other on the other, The study suggests Athe
expanded implementation of the 'September 19 Military
Agreement), including the foundation and operation of the
Inter—Korean Joint Military Committee, Afurther enhancing
mutual understanding, and Aincreased interdependence from
new perspectives as methods to make military conflicts on the
Korean peninsula conflicts less likely, Moreover, the study
also proposes Amutual restraint regarding threatening
military activities, Achanges to the placement of troops, and
Athe gradual pursuit of arms control as methods to reduce
the mutual threats posed by the two Koreas against each

other,

Keywords: Korean Peninsula, Arms Race, Stable Peace, Reduction

of Military Tension, Threat Reduction
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1. AFFEs
a. 7th Ordnence Detachment (EOD) Tkege Amno Depot, Zuchf, Japan
b. 17th Ordnance Detachment (20D} Tunacke Ammo Depot, Funacka, Japan
e. 18th Ordnance Detachment (EOD) Hozono Ammo Depot, Kamads, Japan
d. 5th Crinance Detachment (BOD) Machinato, Okinawa
e, 8th Ordnance Detachment (EOD) U1jongbu, Korea
£. 24th Ordnsnce Detachment (ROD Control) Anyeng-Hi, Koerea
2. FEAF:
a. 546th Ammo Supply Sa Depot Kadena Air Base, Okinewa
b. 2715th Ammo Supply Sg Depot Tachikawa Alr Base, Japan
©. 2716th Ammo Supply Sq Depot Yemede Ammo Park, Kokura, Japan
d. 2717th Ammo Supply Sq Depot Anderson Alr Base, Guam
8. 2718th Ammo Supply Sa Depot Kozojo, Japan
£, 2719th Ammo Supply Sq Depot Clark Air Base, P, I,
3. NAVFE:
a. NAVORDFAC Yokosuka, Jepen
b. NHAVORDFAC Sasebo, Jepan

APPENDIX II to
ANNEX B to

FEC SOP Wo. L
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—content/uploads/2012/08/Far—East—-Command-—Standing—Operating—Procedure—
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279) Department of Defense, Indo—Pacific Strategy Report. Preparedness,
Partnerships, and Promoting a Networked Region (Arlington, Virginia:
Office of the Secretary of Defense, 2019), pp. 3~4; Department of States,
Indo—Pacific Strategy Report. Preparedness, Partnerships, and Promoting a
Networked Region (2019), pp. 5~6.

280) U.S., United States Strategic Approach to the People’s Republic of China
(2020), pp. 1~16,

281) "ENSC 24| AE -4 Wt IARE" e A (QUE T, 2021.1.14,,
<¢http://photo. nocutnews, co. kr/news/5481371) il (FAY: 2021.1.20.)

282) DIOS 0|F, G, magx, 5, ofgkelo}, AR, At B G-70] BF, A,
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Fojdl: m|= ofrJo} 2kl u|a)|(The Pivot: The Future of American
Statecraft in Asia)y (A2 oA, 2020), pp. 280~394,

283) 7171, 20219 A= (Quad) BATIe] Astel 39" FHIPATY, TFHol
R AGA|EA, (2021,3.17.), pp. 3~4, <(https://www.kida, re kr/frt/board/frt
NormalBoardDetail, do?sidx=2184&idx=725&depth=2&searchCondition=&sea
rchKeyword=&pagelndex=3&lang=kr) (A Y: 2021.9.20.); The White House,
“Quad Leader’s Joint Statement: The Spirit of the Quad,” The Briefing Room,
March 12, 2021, <https://www, whitehouse, gov/briefing—room/statements—
releases/2021/03/12/quad—leaders—joint—statement—the—spirit—of—the—quad/)
(Accessed May 22, 2021),

284) *0] o 57 A QLB AL e-5F HPT AUEH, TATL,
2021.9,16., <{https://www.yna,co. kr/view/AKR20210916002151071) (A4
2021.9.20.).

285) “Fut gt HE Fol gof 57+ FW Hlel FxIsol (), TAdRA
2021.5.8., <https://www,.yna,co, kr/view/AKR20210508001251071) (73&']%_'
2021.9.20.).

286) M F2AV WY A= S AL ol 5 ALY AR
2021.5.19,, <https://www, yna,co kr/view/AKR20210519003200071) (73&']%_]
2021.9.20.).
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(A 2021.9.20.).
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2018), pp. 6~10,
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pp. 30~32,
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293) o|F3|- 748, TyotUr,, AR, I TRFAE, 02 vleth= ‘aﬂﬁ—&
DMZ #ARSE,” 1838 o2, TEES SARGER 2 2o 7094k (A& 49,
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52 4% i S | AHTERERT((19-1 SRBV), AFEY
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72 25 | Y axflr | METSRERI(19-1 SRBV), AIEY
74 31y | 2 AAHABRELAE(19-2)
8g 2¢ " g8 AT ERBLAE(19-3)
8g oY e o ARATSREE(19-1 SRBM), AFEH
20198 | 88 10 | & &= ME71(19-4 SRBM)
8g 169 | Zd 8 ME71(19-4 SRBM)
8 242 | Bt Mo ZOHSRIAIZ(19-5 SRBV), XIEH
og 109 | He i ZHEYAIE(19-5 SRBM), XIS
108 28 | 29 2808 | 2343 slBM
108 31Y | I & ZUHLAIL(19-5 SRBV), xIEH
18 28 | g ZOIEEIAIE(19-5 SRBV), A28
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3 25y | g e Bt DIAI27))
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102 19¢ | &g Al M22 Z=pe ZA B DAY
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o}, % oliZo] 20191 9 WERF Hlof whewl 312) ko] Shyialel

312) "It oAb AFER2--31d FF H A 54t ATFHAL” TthetrA(QIE IR, 2019,9.10,,
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(AMY: 2021.9.28.).
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(HM Y 2021.9.15.).
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o, A2k SRS 7129 o] 25} LA ol (kill-chain) T o
F3- 2 H B (Korea Massive Punishment and Retaliation: KMPR)

AAE ZEste Adolth 81D of7]oflA ZA| Q1L &Heke] wjAbd )
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) §1eh et E}Zﬂiﬂﬁl o f‘&%—aﬂ ujael ol A FEska 9l
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314) AL, “Batol vjard s H2F wisiel JESE wAbd Y AR p. o5,
¢https://www, kinu, or kr/pyxis—api/1/digital—files/978d3bf8—4cea—47f3—-95
a4—d6ed0bl1615f3) (FAMY: 2021.9.15.).

315) 949 =, pp. 2~6.

316) =¥, 72020 WA, pp. 60~61,

317) $19 A, p. 6L
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320) =W, 12020 =HA;, pp, 24~27,
321) =HE, 12020 AL, p, 57,



itk AA, vl =9FA E(Central Intelligence Agency: CIA)
o] 1987 AYAFSt ‘The Korean Military Balance and Prospect
for Hostilities on the Peninsula 2= Al=-2] v B A o]}
2010 H|Uoj| A sfiAlE o] Hilxo] w2, 19879 TA| Th= =
o 555 ol vz ol A 8okm o|ujo]] HiR|E] 9l Ao g et
) 322) 1988 7| Sh=o] st W o] & 550 olglen,
SRR o] PRt BEo] ekl iths A ACRE ul, o]
HuA W&s a2 #8st7]= oAHAIN gt S+t o] A
g A7) o] 2l R wiA = Qlgichs ARE AFshlole F

7b glck, S, =] 2006 AL = ARk Sk, o]
w2 AEjR] oo Fgtulto] gH ol Aol LRt L
2 A5 viARE s g1 4 T KaZE™ V-1), F3tu|to]
kit A S| AAE RS el Eetat x| skar Stk
+ A AU uf, AufR] o] o] Fehv|t v gk Fol &

A EREe] AR A AR Ao R HarE

=

N
52,
)

(2 IvV-1) 2006 FAI2| F5H0|F THHiX] & Q=

I/ F2 A, 4374 71%| 274 e F4, 1674 71X
(7,3202t ) (2,5152t B)

=X YR, 12006 FLUAM, (MS: LR, 2006), p. 86.

322) CIA, The Korean Military Balance and Prospect for Hostilities on the
Peninsula (1987), p. 9.
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A, oleh fAFSAN Mk AHAel g i
QU8 4= 9lek, ogut ARL o] 2u} Sy
Tz JjHel Aoz 2009~20104 A A=

ot & 4 qleh. olefg

P A o A = 3
F=X18}hH
1,9000] 7ol @atd FEAE 2020W71A] 7000] JHE ZASH=
g 8 = Fel 2o W FARAA bl
7+ 0. %1—0

ARAAL Al A] A
A| -2 @] Ak x| er 22
AollA (1™ V-2>5 T3l JFete] AR uijx] 4% wsks o]
TARAIA AEiA] o]l 2010
A3l
e

4 9lth
o1 A o] mj> W=7} =7 ulj 2] =]
o] Fof = Fehe] A

HE gelHon 22
dete] 2ArEe FAHA 9l
o}, AR Au A7 SaE 20209
FAA A2 Aol vlad] BHE P2 wixE Ao Bl
(2E IV-2) 2010 FAI2] ZAAIE HHHHX| 2HE =
B . & 28X
Yz ALY ® 02y BiX| X|
TL& s '. ° %
(] {
He ) )
2 * " S R
5 é%on 24 | J g oo S A
EX{: 2R 12010 2N, (MS: 2R, 2010), p. 222
2 T Ae SAEE

shuRo R Ana ARt g By

Al AAF+4a~(International Institute for Strategic Studies: IISS)7}
2018 wayst Takutw zfefjd] AN+ (The Conventional
Military Balance on the Korean Peninsula)y©|th, 3t=t=tA|nl=



ko 2 3E Zeutor A4 o] Aol FAHRA A oo
= u)d 7Pk A2 Yo FEsl dete] A4 Ak @il

LR Qloh(LE V-8) Ea), olo] whEw, Se-4He ol
A o) A|ele] 16740] W AR} 6709) Z1ASAR F % 2274
AAFE Abero] FEahaL 9lek, 20181 @A) S ek Wt
AAF2ol & 070] Abgko] ZAIFITHE & 7RIS © 229
= ulaA A Koo et 520 FARS WSk ook 3

2 g 4

(2 IV-3) $=2-eAH 015 |92 et X4 AL HHX]

o

NORTH KOREA J’ s

Cheorwon-gun Bongo-ri Bangsan-myeon
3rd Infantry Division 15th Infantry Division 21t Infantry Division
Gwanin-myeon

6th Infantry Division iy sl .Goseo:\'? veon
¢ 22nd Infantry Division
Dongducheon-zi f ° -
Pungsan-ri © Buk-myeor
28th Infantry Division ¢ 7th Infantry Division @._ 12th \nzanw Division .
N
Nam-myeon \ & Sange-m \\Yongha-ii
on_ veon fongha-ri
25t Infoniry Division ' @ ) 27th Infantry Division  2nd Infaniry Division \
. g Stnopyeong-r
~ - 5th Infantry Division Nogok-ri
1th In!antry Division . o 8 Nechanized Division

f Gapyeong-gun o
2 26101 Mechamzed
¢ Goyang-si Capital Mechanized . X
5 oth Ifantry Didon @ Division Mecha Honmaheon Gangneung

5 11th Mechanized Division

30t Infanty o [ Seoul Division N
Sl é
®Incheon Yangpyeong Samcheok @,
%17th Infantry Division 20th Infantry Division 23rd Infantry Division

SOUTH KOREA

°
Suwon

EX|: IISS, The Conventional Miltary Baiance on the Korean Peninsula (2018), p. 39.

323) =E, 12018 AL, p. 244,
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(Global Fire Power) {IAlo]Eo] wl=H 325 20212 7|20 2
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247 UERRTHGE V-3) 21D,

325) Global Fire Power, ‘2021 Military Strength Ranking,” <https://www,globalfi
repower, com/countries—listing, php) (Accessed September 30, 2021),

326) b|=o] FoA R L YALO|E(CIA Website) <https://www.cia,gov/the—world—
factbook/field/real—gdp—purchasing—power—parity/country—comparison/)
(AN 2021,9.30.).
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PSEN 49 9¢

NS PN SR 2 79
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A7 | 229 542

e |z o2 _%Ejﬂ 2 179
a7 59 229

348 | 59 299

EQR 7| 2 -
571 119 -

248 | 5% -

=8 129 -

=98t 49 9

st = ZAE 7% -
et 6% 29

ZH|E 329 39

712[MAHE 9% 18¢

=X 448 e 0129 SUHLZCA Website) A |Ehtps://www.cia.gov/the—
world—factbook/field/real-gdp—purchasing—power—parity/country—comparison/y 211
(Accessed September 30, 2021). Al 2 ¥ 229 H85 21219] »2/= Globel
Fire Power EIAMO|E{https: //www.globalfirepower.com/country—military—strength—detail,
php?country_id=south—korea, https: //www.globalfirepower.comy/country—military—strength
—detail php?country_id=north—korea)S &t (Accessed September 30, 2021).
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