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Cooperation for Peace on the Korean

Peninsula between Japan and the ROK

Choi Hee Sik et al.

South Korea has been in a complicated environment, as it
has maintained a two—track policy: On the one hand, it seeks
diplomatic solutions to its historical problems with Japan, and
on the other hand, it aims to resume the denuclearization—peace
process on the Korean Peninsula under a quadrilateral
framework of the two Koreas, the U.S,, and Japan, by having
met at the Tokyo Olympic Games, Still, South Korea has been
pondering how to induce active engagement from dJapan,
which has deliberately ignored occasions to cooperate with
the Republic of Korea by using the ROK court ruling on
compensation for forced mobilization and comfort women as
its excuse, Japan has refrained from engagement with South
Korea, despite pressure from the U,S,, which has long
attempted to restore the triangular cooperation framework

between the U,S,, South Korea, and Japan,

The key to motivating Japan to cooperate in peacebuilding
on the Korean Peninsula lies in managing the conflicts ignited

by historical issues, Solving these historical issues and

Abstract 13



building a future—oriented Korea—Japan relationship are the

two pillars to establishing a new bilateral relationship.

In addition, a dialogue between North Korea and Japan is an
undeniably important axis when resuming the denuclearization—
peace process on the Korean Peninsula, This is an area where
deep analysis is required; we need to find a way to
concatenate the peace process with a Japanese North Korea
policy that has insisted on an dialogue that prioritizes the

kidnapping issue without any other condition,

At the same time, Japan perceives the U, S, —China strategic
rivalry differently than South Korea does, We must put our
attention on finding a way to narrow the perception gap and,
if that is not possible, establish Korea—Japan cooperation
while acknowledging such a gap as a permanent constant, In
particular, while facing U,S, pressure to rebuild the
U.S.—Korea—Japan cooperation system, it is also necessary to
transform the old trilateral cooperation system, which was
based on “Cold War logic’ and the Korea—Japan security
cooperation extended from the existing trilateral cooperation
system, The question is how to make such transformation

useful in building peace on the Korean Peninsula,

Against this backdrop, this research conducts six studies
centering on the principal issue: how to induce active

engagement from Japan in the process of peacebuilding on the



Korean peninsula, To be specific, the six studies are as
follows: 1) Japan's policy on the Korean peninsula under its
diplomatic security strategy;, 2) the denuclearization—peace
process on the Korean peninsula and Japan; 3) analysis of
Japanese political networks related to policies on the Korean
peninsula; 4) restructuring of the ROK-U.S. alliance,
U.S.—Japan alliance, and ROK—-U.S,—Japan cooperation; 5)
ways to promote ROK—Japan regional cooperation; and 6)
ways to reshape the 65—year extended ROK—Japan framework

and induce bilateral cooperation,

Thus, this study aims to capture the strategy and
multidimensional nature of Japan's diplomatic security
strategy. Specifically, the research seeks to reveal: 1) how
such diplomatic security strategy perceives South Korea,
North Korea, and, collectively, the Korean Peninsula; and 2)
what types of policies they have introduced based on such
perception, In addition, the research looks closely into the
ways in which the alliances are, by their very nature,
diverging in opposite directions: 1) the ROK—-U.S. alliance
which, mindful of the denuclearization—peace process on the
Korean peninsula, emphasizes the need for peace down the
road; and 2) the U. S ,—Japan alliance which, mindful of
Senkaku, changes its nature to be an alliance between
frontline states, In witness to the decoupling of alliances,

this study analyzes how the ROK, the U.S,, and Japan could

Abstract
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reestablish their triangular cooperation framework, At the
same time, it examines the characteristics of Korea—Japan
relations under the framework that has existed for the past
65 years and how it can be newly established in a way that
is conducive to the changes of the time and peacebuilding on

the Korean peninsula,

Keywords: Korea—Japan relations, peace process on the Korean
peninsula, Japanese diplomacy, the U.S.—Japan alliance,
North Korea—Japan relations
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