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Establishment of the Kim Jong Un Regime

and the Stabilization of Power

Oh, Gyeong Seob et al.

This study consists of five chapters that provide an
overview of policies implemented by the Kim Jong Un regime
in pursuit of a stable one—man ruling system over the decade
following his ascension to power in 2012, Chapter II analyzes
the Kim Jong Un regime's strategy in terms of political
stabilization and discourse, Chapter III examines the
relationship between Kim Jong Un, the DPRK elite, and North
Korean citizens, Chapter IV outlines the North's state affairs
and restructuring of power institutions and elites, Lastly,
Chapter V provides a conclusion and sets forth relevant policy

implications,

The Kim Jong Un regime has succesfully established a
monolithic ruling system and consolidated its grip on power
since coming into power a decade ago by inducing the ruling
elites and people to stay local and obedient to the regime, The
policy on elites, in line with North Korea's national strategy,
has reorganized the ruling elite association by appointing the

elites loyal to Kim Jong Un and pursued a contradictory policy



of deriving voluntary support from people while suppressing
those who oppose him, Based on the strong solidarity and
support of the ruling power, the regime has forged a new path
that aims to strengthen its nuclear and missile capabilities as

well as modernize selected conventional arms,

Nevertheless, there remain both internal and external
challenges that need to be overcome by the Kim Jong Un
regime, The North Korean nuclear issue as well as the state’s
ongoing border closure in response to COVID—19 currently
pose serious threats to the state, Sanctions and coronavirus
lockdowns have taken a major toll on the North Korean
economy, depleting the state budget. Furthermore,
dissatisfaction among citizens is mounting as the economic
crisis complicates efforts to feed people and resolve food
shortages, The depletion of the state budget reduces the
incentives provided to the elites and thus induces the elites
to deviate from the regime, Therefore the intensity of UN
sanctions imposed on North Korea will further affect the

stability of the Kim Jong—un regime,

Keywords: Kim Jong Un regime, power stabilization, political
stabilization strategy, political discourse, policy on
party leadership, policy on North Koreans, state affairs

strategy
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(HE 11-1) SHAte] 2H, 1946-2004

. Post—exit fate
Ruler' regime | Succeeded by oK Exile Prison Death
Personalist Dictator 31.82% | 3333% | 1667% | 18.18%
(21) (22) (1) (12)
Democrac 34.62% | 34.62% | 19.23% | 11.54%
/ (©) (©) (5) (3
" ) 49.33% | 17.33% 24% 9.33%
Military Dictator (37) (13) (18) )
Democrac 58.33% 25% 11.11 5.56%
/ (21) © (4) @)
! ! 60.29 20.59% | 11.03% 8.09%
Single—party Dictator (82) (28) (15) (11)
Democrac 84.21% 5.26% 5.26% 5.26%
Y (16) (1) (1) (1)
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sy 2014.8.5., <https://www.rfa org/korean/weekly program/c7a5c9cécl
31c758—babbb2e4d55c—c774c57caed0/co—jj—08052014112629 htmly (FHAHLY:
2021,10.4,).
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323) ol 2-29 gl gt Fte] o AA|7F ASHE ARPEYE 3 2AHE
A £,

320) BUR FUFARRL, "RT AL, 51 A G A91S 18 379
3} o) distel (8 9),” <https://www, uniedu,go.kr/uniedu/home/brd/bbsatcl/
nknow/view,do?id=31969&mid=SM00000536&limit=10&eqViewYn=true) (FHAY:
2021.10.6.).
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P 82 EHolA, AA &9 HollA ARs] dEtRE 7ol
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326) FHEFR /HH E= QYE wAE A0 JiH 9 T A AEE 98t 21§
TEOR Aol =24, uEE, dIAGT EZIOW«I A, 2734 ¢,
e 4 e 47 d 50& pp. 55~102; o]5¥, ‘1AL A A
7] B3t A ER| wslel HAH gho| ") o]5H, ¢ 7"‘*°*ltﬂ4 HI L E A3}
9} B2 7 2B KIDA Brief (A& a1 2021),

327) o|5¥ - 2T, AAL A B3te] =1t oo} g W, T ket A
16912 (2017,10.16,), p. 4
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328) o|5y - MYt -£uF Ao AR E Bse} £, p. 60.
329) 919 p. 30,
330) 919 p. 31,
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331) 919 &, p. 36.

332) °o|7|%, "Bt B 8x} tis|et FH R W3l AEHAEEZ, no 2021-1-2
(2021.1.28), p. 8. <https://www, sejong.org/boad/1/egoread, php?bd=3&itm=
&txt=8&pg=1&seq=5802) (AMA: 2021.10.4.).

333) TG, "HTe T(E) A AT A FYY A (Mg FietugAT
¢, 2018), pp. 139~140,

334) 919 &, p. 149,
335) 9Jo] M pp. 145~146, pp. 155~156,
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BT o, 20217 992 hE
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343) 9J9] A p, 76,
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346) o|u¥ - MYt £8F, U2 AYAE WHstel £, pp. 83~85.
347) 99 2 p. 6L,
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/mmadden070318/) (FAAY: 2021.10.4,).

Y2 KM F=2p 2 Ryt



Ewzo] spuFolst WAshe, e Z1To] sl g 7B FL
oo} AsHA T4 Aol Fobdlrt i) 2 A AT
WIS mAS 250 A4S WM 4H 4% Y 52 %
Sl BoLshA W 25 W AHBES FHOE T /1% AR
SY 29T 123 717 R 712 - S shajsio] 350

QAt ZHe] sfasolch. FA Al

of B3k FHES A FA BAACH A SOhA7E Ay,

355) ool BAML o2 the A A& H2T A,

356) WP%, WAMGT FAAT AW, p. 132

357) 20219 99 APBIQHHALO 2 g o] AHTE, T BA ARITA(2013,5-
2014.6)% AT vh Ik, ] ABIeIY

o :

A9 olf= F 7 E AZH. T sht= ARRI‘ERA 9 715 Astolt), &,
BHER) AN, BhEtiehs A slo] S Etatetal A29] i HYHLoR 7]
FE skt Aoty el stk F WAl AEEAY] B A9t A%
efgtolth, & (W Feag Z3leto]) (AH3)ebaAe] 71539, Xk A7) &
AL SFEA Boge Aotk TreHd uyH, HY i o2 ol Fd
Folgt L =) TAs: A, 2021.9.14., <https://www.dailynk. com/%EA%
B0%95%EB%93%B1%EB%90%9I0%EB%8D%IS—%EB%B0%I5HECHA0%I5%ECHB
2%9C—%EA%B6%SCHEB%A0%AS5—%ED%I5%B5%EC%SB%ACHEC%IT%I0—%E
C%98%A4%EB%A5%B8—%EC%ID%BA%ECHICIAO—%ECHICIHA0%ECHID%BC%
EB%AC%BA%EC%ID%B4/y (M 2021.10.4.).

358) Bt - AR, “AAL Al7] Bt o] gkt 447 Hstof oigt At AEH Y
Folo] BAE FAOR” pp. 69~191,

V. e ofE- g AP HH

[

155



156

Iy S Aldells d2ae 58 9 A EE

A A7 e, 359) 2013 59 500 Z4F o] 7o FHE 1124
R e AT 360 2] F3RH(2016.2~2018.6)2

PALOIAL AR 2P A (2018 FA] 634 214 Aol 7t

t}.360 2021 949 FEA %‘%‘% HFLL 56413k 2012

ol % "HJMW 208 oz Aust oS 3487 olqlTt o

LT A F A A= A iﬂ 41,4407 2] 24%01 3

3tk 362) EV\] ol thfie] A wAl= Heb o] Al aA]

A A AA L diti sjaE o]ttt

A, skt FAPIAIeE 22 AR ol kel

o #HE AFdshe 4 Aot HA2 A olF 5] A

el HAlE e MekE AR 69 Heh2 3 vjAtd - a2

- Aol sEE @43 SR whEt AR Aelekal,

I Al A o] B, 2R Ato]H A €] @% Eol= TAFEA
£ THA ok ?f&% EHETUE = 7EsHEA

% A=Al FAIA ZATRAIE R AR Al ] A

Hd H F8 e A2 ol st FadshAl ol FolF

1‘10 r

B\ U [ A R > N A

F

O (

359) IAE, TEete] 2(&E) FA A AAL ¢F 9] A&, p. 142,

360) “drEry A et B x4 e chyb wY A AR PR (FY),” Tdd
g, 2021,9.7., <https: //www,yna,co,kr/v1eW/AKR20210907074351504> A
Ael: 9021.10.4.).

361) “El, o i 3 MY WA - Al 2 EAE,” TAAE, 2018.6.3.,
<(https://www.seoul.co kr/news/newsView, php?id=20180603500071) (7‘;‘*—’,4%1
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