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mmmm Abstract

Study on the Ideology and ‘People-First’ in North Korea

Kim, Hyoeun

The keyword of the Kim Jong Un era, which took over Kim Jong II's
legacy as a strong nation, is “people.” The paper analyzes the meaning,
characteristics and prospects of “people- first politics,” which was
emphasized during the Kim Jong Un era and recently formalized in the
Rodong Party’s revised protocol as a basic socialist political method.

Kim Jong Un established “Kim Il Sung-Kim Jongllism” as the basis of
his rule from the early days of his reign and defined the essence as
People-First. North Korea’'s ideas led to Kim Il Sung’s Juche ideology, Kim
Jong II's Korean-style socialism and Songun ideology, and were established
as Kim Il Sung-Kim Jongllism during the Kim Jong Un era. If Kim Jong Un’s
ruling ideology is Kim II Sung and Kim Jongllism, the essence of it is
People-First.

The core concept of North Korean thought is the ‘people’s public’. In
North Korea, the people’s public was the main force of the revolution from
the time of Kim Il Sung’s anti-Japanese armed struggle, and the Juche
ideology started and organized from the ideas of Kim Il Sung and Kim Jong
II's “Imin Wicheon”. Kim Jong-un also set national goals for economic
development and improvement of people’s lives, solidifying the regime and
making achievements through patriotic leadership. Both parties and the
whole society were ordered to serve the people with contempt. People-first
also served as a means of encouraging the people, the military and
bureaucrats to build the economy.

People-first Politics, which has recently been upgraded to a “basic
socialist political style” in the Rodong Party’s protocol, is likely to become
a leader of North Korea, just as the Songun politics, which was the basic
socialist political method during Kim Jong-il era, became a military-first
ideology. It is Kim Jong Un’s task to see how People-first works as a
governing ideology of the Kim Jong Un era, a national development
strategy, a party and a nation’s operating principle, an efficient governing
system of society, and to bring about results to improve people’s lives.

Key Words: People-First, People-First Politics, Socialism basic political style,
Juche Ideology, Songun Ideology, Kim Ilsung-Kim Jongllism
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