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A Study on North Koreans’ Right to

Information Access

Kim Sooam et al.

This research comprehensively and systematically looked
into a series of processes over North Koreans access to
outside information, To comprehensively analyze the types of
processes on North Koreans' information access, the author
utilized an information data value cycle released by OECD in
2015 to adaptively draw a research model of North Koreans'
access to information, For this study, in—depth interviews
were conducted from July to August 2020 with 20 North

Korean defectors who defected after 2018,

The analysis based on a research model can be summed up
as follows: First, even though the risk of getting access to
outside information has significantly increased since Kim
Jong Un took power, outside information has been shared
more promptly and rapidly thanks to advancements in

information communication devices,

Second, outside information has made a continuous impact

on changing the consciousness of North Koreans despite the




double— and triple— controlling system of North Korean
authorities as cultural contact with South Korea via the
sharing of outside information has accumulated over the last

two decades,

Third, the gap in how to accept and share outside
information between populated areas does not seem that large

except for some rural and remote regions,

Fourth, although bribery still remains as a major force in
driving interactions over a control of information between the
authorities and residents, changing trends of mutual
responses between them have been found as governed by some

of the provisions in related laws,

In spite of a variety of efforts of the international
community, a strategy of enhancing information access from
the outside has yet to induce a change of attitude from the
North Korean state whose basic objective has been to
maintain a socialist regime, Going beyond a one—way
perspective in terms of information inflow, it is necessary to
set the focus of a strategy of information access toward
creating favorable conditions from the perspective of
improving the quality of life for North Koreans who will be

L . . )
the beneficiaries of information access., North Koreans access

Abstract

13



to information should be approached with a comprehensive
consideration for various aspects of rights, a quality of life,

and inter—Korean integration,

Keywordsl North Korean, Information, Rights to Access Information,
Enhancement, Control
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27) Maeve McDonagh, “The Right to Information in International Human Rights
Law,” Human Rights Law Review, Vol, 13 (2013), p. 26,
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A, 29 A4 2] =00l A= gkt it glo] £-8-5ko] AME-SaL Q)
]‘4"30)

S 2 APME, AEFoz BHo Afot AgE =
o= H & U7} FEALS| ) =l o] FE Ao et 5

B W22 oH Bagol RTEEA Yuo B ket WalS
o] =olx]1 9t} B3] AEAHTH, AELHHE, AESLFHE, AR
FARTAT} o] WEHLET o Aelel ol e AR B
AeE} ApAle] Aol Bk BAE UEOR S AR RA]

l:,
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o] A AT, TZEJEEPHX“J, Al18H AL (2011), pp. 3~23; AAH], %
o]9] oJujo] ANAHL] 7| ZAA A7gol| et wTA HE” TR AL, A5d
23 (2018), pp. 317~346,

29) ole} Pelsto] FAHIALT, (AW B, (N F7RRIAY, 2019),
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30) Victoria L, Lemieux and Stephanie E, Trapnell, Public Access to Information
for Development. A Guide to the Effective Implementation of Right to
Information Laws (Washington D.C.: The World Bank Group, 2016), p. 1,
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gk AL A (A8 1994.5. 11, HAEY 1998 11.1) S T3l QU+
20 S EFE A

33) "hzlo}, “QlzopAlo] AR Hof et 43" TEolysl; A208 A23 (2019),
p. 241,
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34) Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal, Case of XYZ v, Victoria Police
(General) [2010] VCAT 255, Judgment of 16 March 2010,

35) UN Doc, E/CN,4/2005/64 (17 December 2004), para, 39; UN Doc, A/HRC/11/4
(30 April 2009), para, 60,
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Ko A 7FAL, <http://www, tongcenter, org/cepr/cpll—1) (AAY: 2020.10.15,).

38) AHH-U91Ys] U= 345, para. 18,

39) UN Doc, CCPR/C/65/D/33/1995 (5 May 1999) (©]3} ‘UN Human Rights Committee,
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Aol sl DA 3D So] dEAR EWAES Fof oRAn
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HRE 919 obAlolEabnAe] Bahl LRAAS YxAch et 21 4
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She BRI ofAJoRREE KL of| Affs} Q7tHA A4-49] HRAF(Human Relation
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shAzg Aol ZelxEate] BRAAE v mEAste] 2o14, ARSl4, 214 9
o] o HRE BRI B AFe o] F AdH J9L wjAsta 514,
ARSl BER7]E0 Zxekgint, o]t “opAotEstY H Y] Bl ERA A
AT, BHEA RSS2, A49¢ 15 (2015), pp. 319~338,
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AR, 1782 oA R Ee gk fdgge] Leg Fof
AaL UATE R Zo A= @5]2] HRFA7]7]9 Xste Hr} w
B A& AR FH7E o] Fo| AL ik, AU FHolA

HA R O] o]-g WA =(DVD, CD, TV, T=2¢l, e, F&E, A
o)) Z 71 Wl o] 85S Kol mjdl= DVD, CDholH 21 8%F
e vF Qloh, FRl2RE syt 9 Eatubrl 40%0]aL that
9 WFAAREC] 20% HETh 24D S 8 FTIRE THIA 5]
410l 48%, “AAA o] 7k 830.1%°]t}, DVDY CD, 2] 2= oA
Hr} ag&olal Hyto|= He|gh USBY 4l o2 vhSlaL, A
7}8] F=rAF EVD(Enhanced Versatile Disc)Zd|0]ol&= SA47F 3
2 7] REY(EERT} TVSAL 7Hg) o] thiAlshal Stk E3h e
dof| vlsl FHAIZE Bl 10A17F o] AR87HE S =4k A 7F
E£35 PC} MP59] Hul H4be242) Q)R Ko Es| vkl
2AE HoA 7l Holl F5T Havt gtk

A, eFAEe] FAA olE AR Fw3tal Sdishe Y2
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1 5 YFAE Wit ol8Eo| 7P =2 Holth, v R 2
Ae] WA AA| FAREo] Het AFA] thekst gt

A AES ASPAY A sHo B8 Ao w2

243) Z7RIASIY], dHA #H, "H23] HolH TR Beranie] JuHA
%‘%_]Ho]—?_u, p. 24.
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(O 1-1) 28 AF Al S2HE AR 345

(2014 ~ 20194) (20194 =)
100 100
66.7
59 5 595 522 551 638
432 4] 4 50 464 435

I I I I I Im5 Im9 I I [

0 I
2014 2015 2016 2018 2019 A edl= A st JHRE

| Bl aict W 2ot aict

EX: Hga 9| 'SSelHEE 20198 HIEoR N3

TR, SRARS Wokso]al Ffdh= Waloll JlojA ] A<
H AR A LA IF AR (FECIY AR AEAY A9 22 2
A oFo} Helth E3] AR O] jFunt &A%, 28 W] Jea A
A lolH e & ztol gl 2o R Wtk ¢3|8 o 2Ws}

= g7 el s Ao R A 9

945) o|FFF 2L 2B 2H-ZA(LL)X AL HHOE QHEol AR - AITES
S Hato|gule] Felof] w2 Aolth, g WA At oket 19 of 21
JAHSE F2 JEA o] AFsiRA Bate] 28 A F41) Bo-HE-BA
oJSolq QB B AEES AL Qleka St HatoldFu S, Al
19 (S99, 2020.8.4.).
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2
30,

5 waNe] Aol HRYTo| et 24 vgo
T} 247)

ChilA, o] Fhelat BRI ARk ofa RS TSI &
ol Z2F7](treaty—based bodies) oA &E3to] HIAE A=
wjulch A g3kE AA HE2HE 2 7H A (concluding observations)
oAl RAE AAISHAL Utk ANl A HAL Lof A Eof gt
A= Bk WeE 23EaL Qld, g S0 20179 of&d
eI of A5AFHILA o TRt obEd 2] 93] <] 5‘4%—%‘594?3/\101]/\1
X8 Fehe] veolel] g Aol 24, RAH, A A%S
502 sz Ansl 2] o) et 4+ UeS HAelela

'5‘]_0?]]:]— 248)

53 RO AR et B3] Hie HIlE 3t =9
NE=7t Lo A2 A k2] w7te vse & 4
=
1] 9]3)= 20161 "HEAA 2 F 7S (North Korea Sanctions

.

-

%0 rlo

and Policy Enforcement Act of 2016, H.R. 757)12 A5+ L
5 29 169 Eejo] WS, B WAL iR e
W opet Azke gl Aol Melol ke Aol ohsl A
AT S A FASAT, ol AN A AL FATHES

o A Aeoltt, A04xNE B4 VIS A 1B
& AR+ YRS FARALE, AR 5 A= 2A B
e o3t HA(censorship)oll HoIstAAY Yo Q=
QA% (M®F)o] BAE] e, AR o= Fue] Yot of
3} ol WAL,

247) UN Doc, A/HRC/25/CRP.1 (7 February 2014), p. 367.
248) UN Doc, CRC/C/PRK/CO/5 (23 October 2017).
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- 2R A A9 HAY(jam), AdFels olw A Fulgs 2z}

(frequency manipulation)?] &2 &2 Z|X]
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X
>
Zi
(o

9 QEol| tigt 2H ] A= Ak} AJAke] o)A -
Hl(block) S A AL QITH(2)(A)E)),249)

w3 FRl RS SAZ HEl FAAEE 5 YRR 2R
A =Y 7] . ol e =
ez A S
20049 AE "EIRIAY, 2 H3 YRR AFER AR

9] ZE(free flow of information) 2 ZZIst= A2 WHel Al &
2o & yalstal glrh, &, HelE> HEY 55, ‘HH| 7}
e BN B YR EA B2k et e A )

IR g HREEY £
_% Ué]/\]s U ]]‘4- 250)
uje i e WS Fal Bat R Aus folshs 4
W Ayt 031 ek, HFL Afobiopd(RFA)Y el
£2(VOA) 5 % Aol i el e Ade LSt olek. v 8
AU E BiEo] T ehr]onse nla JRI} Wiz
.

il
ehrjjef 2= tofete] TS T A2 o= A sl gl

SRR

rulo
ic/
et
44,
S
FN

rr

249) Congress,Gov,, “H.R.757 — North Korea Sanctions and Policy Enhancement
Act of 2016,” <https://www,congress, gov/bill/114th—congress/house—bill/757)
(AMY: 2020.10.6.).

250) Congress,Gov., “H.R.4011 - North Korean Human Rights Act of 2004,”
<¢https://www.congress,gov/bill/108th—congress/house—bill/4011) (FAMY:
2020.10.7.).
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A, Rl Aol EEe ARGAVES oS AT 4
Q=S Al AT Bele] AT AR obA7A] A

A, o] SR e ol e E = (DRL)OIA Y5l Sl
RlFEEofel Al fAdEEel et AYa(Grants) A=E Sl &

3 AW AMEELS Ak BAlo] dAE AL X Ysha
ok, Ak 3iizk m] SRR plzol ol B HEIY
A gd 1970 (AT T1E AN WFFel- W wF
o] AR A F HE ) ARge] iF AU viFo] &

w7 71 & A T5e 2ol X 8000 gE X Yshs

=
B AP 2T fer2ol A28 YL 258 SAske 22

A, 0] SRR 0] ol o4 202019 9 B

217 AR Beste] 249 A FaE Atk

251) o|Ug, "HlaHo) ey AT A % WS FHOR, p. 3 HAD, B
ol wlclol T Wslel ol o o9l A p, 98
259) ‘6] FEE 37 e B Wk A AL 317, BETI) A ool

4]y, 2020.4.8.



- 5% W A, A, AEPIS A% olsie] AW
(Statements of Interest for Human Rights, Accountability,
and Access to Information in DPRK): A X 2] G422 5
22 28l AT Ble) P2 2o W AT $E,
B FRlSolA] Fu) Qs EEl= A, Hrol uag

WS BasHe A= ARl A, Edn olF, Ak,
Fotze W89 Af F LEA 459 T4 5 A
o A

— 23k oy, Mo, ARATL 93t 14 AU (Fixed

Amount Awards for Human Rights, Accountability, and

Access to Information in DPRK): & AR 83} Y& A

B o OX \2175]- LH ?QE%%E ZX]O]'L' /\l' ] EH?:SJ: _TL@X]
%%253

g, u] ZHEE9} 4 NED(National Endowment for Democracy)
5 R ANTES 2P GHES GO YL A9
3}04 21 Qltl 2016EEE 2019W7HA] 44 £oF NED:= E3atold
5= dhe DAlEol 1 et &5 A dskln 11§ HEAN
off thet A& 222 ol AA 550% He= M} 2 vl ApAIS)
ek F8 e ARU AZolu HE 58 SOl HHEEYS
T HYENK F Sl YRAIA S HRE FYcte dAES A
U3, 259
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A 33, To)=e] 4gly, 2019.11,28,
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H IV-1) 20194 NED X2 5 HEO| H2 & XA

Chr| o2 =24
Coalition for Let's Go Analyzing North Korean State Media
yzng B 100,0002]
Together Reporting and Propaganda
Daily NK Daily Internet Newspaper 400,000=
North Korea Encouraging Democratic Reform Through
ang wer 9| 280,00022
Development Radio Broadcast
HRIEHE(Unification| Enhancing Access to Information in North 600,000
Media Group) Korea through Radio Broadcast and Media ’ =
AL HO[=AIAH0| | Enhancing Access to Information through
fetol Aoj=etAfo] 9 o | 1992002

(Save North Korea) Radio Broadcast and Media

Facilitating Dialogue on Reform: HE0| &2
Std= ORAOFX|F0] Ql= 8Bt £RIZ2 I8t 90,0005
2= s

Democratic ldeas and
Values

Freedom of Information| Promoting the Free Flow of Information | 250,000=2

=Xx{: NED ZH|0|X|E &25t0d LXI7t 2. National Endowment for Democracy, “North
Korea 2019: Advancing Human Rights and Democracy Education for Defector Youth,”
{nttps: //www.ned.org/region/asia/north—korea—2019) (ZAH: 2020,10.7.).
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