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Abstract

The Historical Development of the European
Parliament and Its Implications on the Parliamentary
System in Unified Korea

Han, JeongHun

This article explores the issue of which parliamentary system would
be required from the gradual and step-by-step approach to the unification
of Korea. In particular, it develops an alternative system from the bicameral
one which has suggested with an assumption of the sudden and rapid
process of Korean unification. In so doing, it characterizes the historical
development of the European Parliament (EP) during the gradual integration
process of the European Union from a nominal parliament to a parliament
with substantial legislative power. It finds that the setting-up a nominal
parliament at the beginning of institutional building suffers from the
problem of democratic deficit and plays a weak role in the development of
democratic political system. These findings imply that for a stable and
effective transition to the final stage of unification, it might be necessary
to establish a parliamentary system based on the principle of democratic
legitimacy in the second transitional stage of the unification process.
Therefore, depending on the assumption of the types of unification
process, we might find alternative parliamentary systems to the
bicameralism.

Key Words: Unification, Parliamentary System, EP, Bicameralism, Democratic
Legitimacy, Legislative Power



