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Abstract

Daily Lives of North Korean Women and

Gender Politics

Cho, Jeong-ah et al.

This study examines the changes of gender politics in daily
lives of North Korean women before and after Kim Jong Un
came into power, The study looks into the characteristics of
gender politics in North Korea during the Kim Jong Un era

and presents the findings as follows,

First, a gender division of labor—men in charge of formal
labor and women informal labor—has emerged as a new
gender system along with an expansion of the markets,
replacing the distribution system that made up the backbone

of the old gender system in an era of pre—economic crisis,

Second, the function of the family has shifted to an
economic community after having gone through economic
crisis and marketization, This changed family unit underpins

a gender division of labor,

Third, the institutional mechanisms of family unit, such as

marriage registration, and divorce are starting to weaken

Abstract

11



while the gender discourse with a focus on motherhood and
re—familiarization has come to the surface since Kim Jong Un

took power,

Fourth, it is women who have driven a change of gender
politics: they have obtained economic power through economic
activities, developed a sense of identity and autonomy, and
practiced changing the status quo beyond institutions,
policies, and practices, In particular, young women dream of
being in a ‘romantic relationship’ with the person of their
choice and contemplate their future as an independent being
rather than being complete as someone's wife through
marriage, There are variations but some instances suggest
that women are leading the changes in sexuality:. they are in
control of every aspect of sexuality and seek their own style
in their appearance, going beyond what is socially allowed in

a conservative sex culture of North Korea,

Fifth, the changes in North Korean gender politics
demonstrate that a crack is opening up in the existing gender
order, Such a pattern has already entered a path of
‘irreversible changes.” The driving force of such changes is
the struggle of women who have been responsible for their
own survival in the midst of economic crisis in North Korean

society,

Keywords: North Korean women, gender politics, gender division

of labor, sexuality, oral life history
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