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Abstract

Korea-China Cooperation for Building a Peace

Regime on the Korean Peninsula

Lee, Jaeyoung, et al.

In order to establish a peace regime on the Korean Peninsula,
which is the main wundertaking of realizing peace and
prosperity on the peninsula, consensus and agreement has to
be built first between the two Koreas and the U,S,, but what
matters in the future process would be how we induce cooperation
from neighboring countries, especially China, For this, this
paper will review how China’s position and role has changed
with regards to denuclearization, peace regime and peace
economy and discuss ways to induce China into playing a role

favorable to South Korea—China cooperation,

When it comes to denuclearization on the Korean Peninsula,
the role of China under President Xi Jinping has been an
“active mediator.” No fundamental changes have been found
in the objectives of Chinese foreign policies, but Beijing has
exerted pressure on North Korea by utilizing diplomatic
instruments of international sanctions or adjusting the level
of sanctions, It also has expressed concerns about negative

influences of excessive pressure and sanctions on the stability

St THolHH| =S ffoh SEwEYet



of the peninsula, The highest priority in China’s policy
objectives regarding the Korean Peninsula has been given to
peace and stability on the peninsula and Northeast Asia, and
within the scope of satisfying this priority, China seeks
denuclearization of North Korea, Regarding the concept and
scope of denuclearization on the peninsula, China considers
denuclearization as an broad concept which includes removal
of the U,S. nuclear umbrella, withdrawal of the U.S, troops
from South Korea, abolition of the joint military drills of
South Korea and the U.,S,, retraction of the THAAD
deployment and establishment of a peace regime, The way
China desires to achieve denuclearization is the same as what
North Korea wants: compensations given at each milestone of

nuclear freeze, verification and dismantlement,

Changes to China's position regarding the establishment of
a peace regime on the Korean Peninsula appeared since the
2000s when its national power gets stronger and it started to
exert its influence outside the country, which enhanced the
active role of China, China used the peace regime on the
Korean Peninsula to contain the ‘China threat theory and
promote its image of a responsible powerhouse, and supported
construction of a peace regime by realizing denuclearization,
Thus, it has actively upheld and recommended the implementation
of its own solutions: halting U S, —South Korea joint military
exercises in return for Pyongyang stopping its nuclear and

missile tests; and a simultaneous pursuit of denuclearization

Abstract
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4

and negotiations for a peace regime,

When it comes to issues surrounding the peace regime,
China has upheld the position that the parties to the armistice
agreement become parties to the peace agreement, Regarding
the modalities of discussions for the peace regime, China
maintained its position that multilateralism would strengthen
its rise and be useful in checking the U S, from having a sole
hegemony, It has regarded the U,S,—Korea alliance and
United States Forces Korea (USFK) as the matters between
the two countries and acknowledged their effects on prevention
of a war, Meanwhile, it also demanded changing the U S, —
Korea alliance as the USFK is the legacy of the Cold War and
its main objective is to check China, China has believed that
a real arms control can be achieved when the armistice
agreement is converted into a peace agreement, and when it
does, China believes, the United Nations Command in South
Korea needs to be dissolved, Regarding unification, China
supports independent unification of and by the two Koreas,

after which it expects the withdrawal of USFK,

The Chinese position on the peace economy is that it is
closely related to denuclearization on the Korean Peninsula
and that a roadmap to incentivize North Korea to embrace
reform and door opening should be proposed. Furthermore, it
desires to have stronger economic cooperation and exchanges
with a nation to be established on the peninsular after

unification, To go over past changes to the peace economy on

SHIE TN 7E2 Qs SRRt
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the peninsula, in the 2000s, a window of opportunities for
economic cooperation among South Korea, North Korea and
China opened as the inter—Korean relations and North
Korea—China relations improved, Since the mid—2000s, the
trade structure of North Korea with South Korea and China
was mainly about supporting the North Korean economy,
since 2010, North Korean trade and economic cooperation was
mainly done with China as inter—Korean relations got tense
and sanctions were imposed on North Korea, China basically
sees this South Korea—China—North Korea cooperation limited
due to heightened China—U S, trade tensions, sanctions

imposed on North Korea and souring inter—Korean relationship,

The main issue of the peace economy is changes to both
North Korea—China trade and economic cooperation among
South Korea, North Korea and China, which has arisen from
sanctions on North Korea, While North Korea—China trade
volume shrank due to the sanctions, possibilities of expanding
economic cooperation in tourism or agriculture, the industries
irrelevant to sanctions, have increased, Another important
issue is to build trust among cooperation partners, satisfy
demand for development in North Korea and three Northeastern
provinces in China, have strategic differentiation, and establish
bases for the division of labor, What is also important is
linking China's “One Belt, One Road’ initiative with the new
Korean Peninsula regime, For this, South Korea—China

cooperation can be made in the areas of constructing necessary

Abstract
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6

infrastructures, and sharing advanced technology and industry
standards, and the two countries can also cooperate to
explore the markets in Southeast Asia, Lastly, economic
cooperation among the local governments of South Korea,
North Korea and China can be expanded to internationalize
the Kaesong Industrial Complex, In addition, social, cultural
exchanges and economic cooperation such as the spread of the
Korean Culture Wave and technical exchange for the Fourth
Industrial Revolution can be linked to facilitate the peace

regime on the Korean Peninsula,

In conclusion, South Korea—China cooperation can contribute
to denuclearization, establishment of the peace regime and
creating a virtuous cycle of the peace economy on the Korean
Peninsula, First of all, a virtuous cycle for the peace regime
in Northeast Asia and that on the Korean Peninsula should be
set, and the ways for a parallel existence of the South
Korea—U. S, alliance and multilateral security regime should
be identified, Ways to induce cooperation from China in the
process of unification of the two Koreas can be proposed, For
detailed measures for South Korea—China cooperation,
denuclearization can be promoted to reduce threat factors,
and South Korea and China cooperate to create a nuclear—free
Korean Peninsula, A structure of virtuous cycle can be
created by linking economic cooperation of the three countries

with social, cultural and security issues,

St THolHH| =S ffoh SEwEYet



Keywords: peace regime on the Korean Peninsula, denuclearization,
peace economy, ROK—China relations, ROK—China cooperation,
Trilateral cooperation among South Korea, North Korea,
and China, China—North Korea relations
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