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Abstract

Inter-Korean Parliamentary Meeting?
: Lessons from Germany

Hyun-Mo Yang

During 1980s and 1990s, the National Assembly of the Republic of
Korea(RoK) had discussed a possibility of holding an inter-Korean
parliamentary meeting with the Democratic People's Republic of
Korea(DPRK) over 12 preparatory meetings. However, due to some acute
disagreements between the two nations, it couldn’t be realized. Recently,
the idea re-surfaces as South Korea's National Assembly has announced its
plan to propose inter-Korean parliamentary talks again.

Germany is the representative example of divided countries which
used to have contacts at the parliamentary level. From the division to the
reunification of Germany between 1949 and October 1990, the Bundestag,
the parliament of the Federal Republic of Germany, had experienced both
success and failure while continuing contact and exchanges to make
progress in reunification with the Volkskammer, the parliament of the
German Democratic Republic.

This study suggests implications on inter-Korean parliamentary
meetings by analyzing the parliamentary meetings between East and West
Germany during the separation and post-unification period. Rather than
emphasizing the emotional necessity for holding the inter-Korean
Parliamentary meetings, this paper attempts to provide objective lessons

to learn from German case in the preparation of the inter-parliamentary
talk.
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