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Abstract

A Comparative Study on Forest Laws and Policies
in North and South Korea

Sam Un Oh, Eun-hee Kim, Kyoung-min Kim, So Young Park

South Korea's national forests account for 25.5 percent of the total
forest land, while North Korea’'s forests, on the other hand, are mostly
national forests. This is due to differences in ownership structures; in the
field of forestation and forest management, North Korea has adopted the
state-led method and South Korea has adopted the state supervision
method.

There are differences in how the two Koreas conduct forest act, but
similarities can also be found. Both the South and the North require users
to obtain permission from the central or local governments for the use of
forest resources, recognizing the importance of forest resources and forest
protection. Both countries also recognize international cooperation in
forest management is essential.

The 1970s can be regarded as a turning point for inter-Korean forest
policy. South Korea effectively succeeded in reforestation in the
1970s-1980s and entered stabilization period in the 1990s, while North
Korea suffered a period of deforestation in the 1990s as they focused as a
consequence of focusing on the excessive development and utilization of
timber and other forest resources in the 1970s-1980s. As a result, South
Korea has pursued sustainable forest management since the 2000s, and
North Korea has established and promoted forest policies concentrating
on reforesting their deforested forests.

Key Words: Inter-Korean Forest Act, Inter-Korean Forest Policy, The Era of
Kim Jong-un, War on Deforestation, Erosion Control and Greening
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