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Abstract

The Changes and Characteristics of Nonmaterial
Cultural Heritage Policy in North Korea

Kwon Hyeokhui

North Korea's interest in cultural heritage has tended to be focused
on historical sites, but it has recently expanded to include nonmaterial
cultural heritage. In particular, since North Korea's Nationalism
(joseonminjokjeiljuui) became an important ruling ideology in the 1980s,
promotion policies such as the restoration of traditional holidays were
widespread, and in 2012, the North Korea government created laws related
to nonmaterial cultural heritage. One of the biggest features of North
Korea's nonmaterial cultural heritage is that it is surging in areas related
to food culture. This trend of nonmaterial cultural heritage policies
requires deeper attention in that it reflects the life-culture of North
Koreans, along with understanding a facet of the ideology to maintain its
regime. Therefore, the study of North Korea's nonmaterial cultural
heritage should be an opportunity to improve a understanding of the
culture itself that the North Koreans have been transmitting, along with
analyzing of policy actions at the upper level.

Key Words: Nonmaterial Cultural Heritage, Cultural Heritage Policy,
Joseonminjokjeiljuui, Food Culture, ‘March of Suffering’, World
Intangible Cultural Heritage



