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Abstract

Development of Inter-Korean Relations and
Change of Perception of North Korean

Residents

Sung, Ki-Young et al.

Inter—Korean economic cooperation projects (e.g. Kaesong
Industrial Complex) and inter—Korean joint projects (e.g.
social and cultural exchange and humanitarian assistance)
generally provide meaningful tools to observe their implications
on North Korean residents’ perception, Moreover, the influx
of information from the outside, including South Korean soap
operas and movies, is evaluated to have a significant impact

on shaping the perception of North Korean people,

An in—depth interview had been conducted on 27 South
Korean officials who were involved in inter—Korean exchange
and cooperation projects and 32 North Korean defectors who
had settled in South Korea, The interview found that
inter—Korean exchange promoted at the government and
non—government level and the influx of information coming
from South Korea, among others, have offered an opportunity

to expose North Koreans to capitalist mindset and behavior,



In fact, North Koreans who have engaged in inter—Korean
exchange projects have been very active in obtaining new
knowledge and skills, Their views on South Korea have also
been positively changed. In addition, South Korea's pop
culture, distributed in North Korea, has presented an
opportunity for North Koreans to imitate the looks and
patterns of behavior of the main characters of South Korean
movies and dramas. South Korea's pop songs and dances are
evaluated to have more deeply permeated through everyday
life of North Koreans when compared to the number of videos
distributed in North Korea by using data storage device, such

as USB,

A change in the perception of North Korean residents,
caused by exchange and cooperation and the influx of outside
information, unfolds differently depending on the characteristics
of members of society, such as when and where they are exposed
to such influence as well as their social class and gender, An
in—depth interview result confirms that relatively younger
generations than older ones and women rather than men are
more likely to be responsive and sensitive to a change of
perception made through contacts with the outside world, The
influence of when and where they encountered such change
was evaluated to be comparatively less dominant, However,
border areas turned out to be more sensitively responsive to
a change made through contacts with the outside world

compared to an inland,

Abstract

15



Such results suggest important implications in designing a
future policy on North Korea at a time when we are at a critical
turning point of advancing inter—Korean relations since the
announcement of the Panmunjeom Declaration on April 27
and the Pyeongyang Joint Declaration of September 2018, The
task that should be primarily dealt with regarding the
advancement of inter—Korean relations is turning hostile
perception that has been existing between South and North
Koreans into friendly one by discovering and developing more
efficient inter—Korean exchange and cooperation projects that
will enable expanding the areas of contacts to the maximum

extent between the people of the two Koreas,

Keywords: Inter—Korean exchange and cooperation, Information influx,

Change of perception of North Korean residents
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