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Abstract

Peace and Sports on the Korean Peninsula:
Focusing on the Pyveongchang Winter Olympics and the
Inter-Korean Sports Exchange

Woo-Chan Cho

The Olympics do not only have the pure nature of sports, but also have
multi-faceted properties. Critics of the IOC, a non-profit organization in
charge of running the Olympics, are concerned with securing fairness and
transparency. Meanwhile, the ripple effect of the host country's economic,
cultural and social image through the Olympic Games is significant.

Despite criticism that sports are only political tools, the Olympic
spirit of peace and its scalability remain valid. In times of strained relations
between the two Koreas, including the Cold War, sports were used as
political tools or to show off the superiority of the system. In this regard,
the Pyeongchang Winter Olympics, which had mixed expectations and
concerns, was a catalyst for a dramatic change in the situation. As well as
the Pyeongchang was an optimized venue for Peace and through leading
to a successful hosting was a turning point.

The Pyeongchang Winter Olympics has established a foundation for
future inter-Korean sports exchanges and cooperation as well as historical
significance. From now on, South Korea needs to establish a plan for
inter-Korean sports exchanges and cooperation after Pyeongchang, while
pushing for institutionalization.

Key Words: Pyeongchang Winter Olympics, Inter-Korean Relations, Inter-
Korean Exchange, Peace on the Korean Peninsula, Sports and
Peace
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