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Abstract

Technical Assessment of the Sixth Nuclear Test
and Prospects for North Korean Nuclear Power

Sangmin Lee

2017 was a historic year for North Korea to finish the fifth anniversary
of the ruling Kim Jong-un and start a new five-year anniversary. Lee
Yong-ho, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of North Korea, foresees the
possibility of a nuclear test on the Pacific during the UN General Assembly.
Six years ago (December 2011) when Kim Jong Il died, North Korea was
already on its way to accelerating its nuclear development. The cause of the
rapid development of the nuclear policy change is believed to have been
the poor health of Kim Jong Il crucial. Kim Jong Eun, who was named
successor to Kim Jong-il, who fell victim to a stroke in August 2008, could
not continue the six-party talks aimed at the denuclearization of North
Korea externally, failing to secure his position internally. North Korea’'s
second nuclear test (April 2009) is underpinned by this background, and it
is worth to assume that it was the first step toward creating a leader with
strong leadership. The shift to nuclear development that has begun so far
is about to bear fruit. In addition to South Korea and the United States, the
international community is increasingly interested in securing the
deterrent of nuclear weapons, the top priority of North Korea's nuclear
development, in the form of a nuclear test on the Pacific Ocean. Further,
Changes in the Korean peninsula are drawing attention whether North
Korea’'s additional nuclear tests will spur military action in the United
States, or a nuclear negotiation phase.

Key Words: North Korea Nuclear, Nuclear Strategy, Nuclear Test, Missile
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