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10 Jina Kim, “An Analysis of Political Instability in the DPRK: Identity, Interest, and
Leader-Elite Relations,” Korean Journal of Defense Analysis, Vol. 25, No.l (2013), pp
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(Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2003).
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T, A1 15 (1997), pp. 49~68.
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17 Francis Fukuyama, “The End of History?” The National Interest, Vol. 16 (1939), pp. 3~18.
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New Data Set,” Perspectives on Politics, Vol. 12, No. 2 (2014), pp. 313~331.
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8 Ibid, pp. 317~320.
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20 Axel Hadenius and Jan Teorell, “Pathways from Authoritarianism,” Journal of Democracy,
Vol. 18 No. 1 (2007), pp. 143~157.
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21 Jose A. Cheibub, Jennifer Ghandi, and James R. Vreeland, “Democracy and Dictatorship
Revisited,” Public Choice, Vol. 143, No. 1~2 (2010), pp. 67~101.

2 Jyan Linz and Alfred Stepan, Problems of Democratic Transitions and Consolidation
(Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1996); Michael Bratton and Nicolas
van de Walle, Democratic Experiments in Africa’ Regime Transitions in Comparative
Perspective (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1997).
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Abstract

An Essay on the North Korean Regime’s Durability:
A Comparative Authoritarianism Perspective

Sung-Yoon Chung, Hyun-Jin Cha, and Jai-Kwan Jung

How could North Korea have been sustained so far despite that it has been
considered as a failed state? Why there has been no coup d’état or rebellion in North
Korea? This article aims to seek the sources of the North Korean regime’s durability by
drawing on the insights of comparative authoritarianism that has made remarkable
progress in the past decade. According to comparative authoritarianism, regime durability
varies by the type of authoritarianism. North Korea is classified as a mix of personalist
and one-party dictatorship, which is considered more durable than other types of
dictatorships. However, this type of dictatorship is most likely to break down by a coup
or rebellion. This article thus proposes a multi-level theory of rebellion and calls for an
analysis of the North Korean regime’s durability based on the multi-level theory. As a
theoretical hypothesis, we also speculate the reason why the North Korean regime shows
a surprising longevity is that it developed an elite control system that has maintained an
ideological and organizational unity of elites and their loyalty to the regime, thereby
removing the seed of rebellion. As long as its elite control system functions effectively,
it is unlikely that the North Korean regime collapses by a coup or rebellion.

Key Words: North Korean Regime, Regime Durability, Comparative Authoritarianism,
Rebellion & Coup d’état, Elite Control System
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