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18 Victor Cha, Powerplay: The Origins of the American Alliance System in Asia (Princeton:
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22 “The Chinese Government has consistently advocated the denuclearization of the Korean

peninsula, the maintenance of peace and stability on the Korean peninsula, and the
resolution of problems through dialogue and consultation. Sanctions are not a goal, nor
can Security Council resolutions fundamentally resolve the nuclear issue on the Korean
peninsula. Dialogue and negotiation are the only correct path toward resolving that issue.
To expeditiously improve the situation and explore viable paths toward resolving the
nuclear issue on the Korean peninsula, China urges all parties concerned to work in
tandem to promote the holding of negotiations on denuclearizing the peninsula and on
replacing the Korean armistice with a peace agreement, and to avoid actions that
exacerbate tensions on the Korean peninsula. China opposes the deployment of the
Terminal High Altitude Area Defence(THAAD) anti-missile system on the peninsula.
China will continue to foster communication and coordination among all parties concerned
and play a positive and constructive role in the early achievement of durable peace and
security on the Korean peninsula.”
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Abstract

North Korean Nuclear Weapons and the Change
of Northeast Asian Security Relations

Chae-Sung Chun

This article explores the changing aspect of Northeast Asian security relations
started by North Korea’s efforts to augment nuclear weapon capability. This article
argues first that deterrence strategy of South Korea, the United States, and Japan changes
the nature of the relationship with North Korea. At the same time, South Korea’s worry
about the persistence of the US nuclear extended deterrence may drive South Korea
toward nuclear arming. The United States may try to restrain South Korea’s efforts by
using diverse means. Second, international society performs the strongest-ever
economic sanctions against South Korea. However, the intention and the purpose of the
sanctions may differ between South Korea and China, and also between the United States
and China. China is wary of the possibility of North Korea’s sudden collapse due to
economic hardship. China will not consent to the idea of utmost economic sanctions,
which clarify the geopolitical difference among states. Third, South Korea should
recognized that North Korean nuclear problem and the North Korean nuclear problem
is quite much intermingled with each other, and approach the purpose of the
denuclearization of North Korea from the perspective of regional security strategy.

Key Words: North Korean Nuclear Weapons, Economic Sanction, Deterrence Strategy,
Denuclearization, Northeast Asian Security



