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Abstract

Changes of Commercial Activities in North Korea & Revisions
on Commerce Laws After New Millenium

Young-Hui Kim & Byeong-Uk Kim

Since 1990’s, consumer goods(commodities) North Koreans need have been
supplied by official market, not national store. This will affect regime change considerably
by weakening the bases of governmental system on control of demand and distribution.
In this situation, commerce laws of North Korea has been revised several times.

This paper raises a question whether these revisions are just usual adjustments or
steps for actual progress by inspecting trend of revisions on commerce laws along with
changes of commercial activities around 1990’s.

In conclusion, revisions on North Korean commerce laws are kind of ordinary
modification and these are not to encourge market to supply consumer goods for North
Koreans. Restrictively in some cases, government produce specific goods to meet
people’s demand. However, labor market and financial market which are necessary for
commercial activities are still prohibited. And North Korea government take actions to
prevent people from using market as a mean to make one’s own wealth but this measure
does not seem to be effective because market supply is changing paradigm of commerce
itself in the nation.

Commerce in North Korea is now moving from imperfect state to perfect one.
Revision on commerce laws reveals dilemma of government that wants just ordinary
modification of the law but cannot help accepting demand in reality.

Key Words: Commerce Laws, Order System, Official Market, Revision, Distribution
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