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Abstract

The Political Causes for Purging Moo Jung and His Reactions
Mun-Suk Ahn

North Korea made public that Moo Jung was punished for not carrying out the
military order of defending Pyongyang and the illegal executions during the Korean War.
However, it was impossible for him to defend Pyongyang after the Incheon Landing
Operation because the North Korean troops were on a squallish retreat at the time. His
summary executions of deserters were not in question since Kim Il-sung already ordered
to execute them on the spot. On balance, it seems that the Pyongyang regime purged Moo
Jung to shift the responsibility of defeat to him and to liquidate Kim Il-sung’s longtime
political rival.

In terms of Moo Jung’s reactions, it is said that he tried to gather supporters in the
army and to subvert the Kim Il-sung regime. Still, the substantial evidence for it was not
found. Rather, there are three causes for his helpless reaction to the purge. First, he lost
confidence in the Yanan faction to some degree after he left behind his colleges during the
Kuomintang’s attack in November 1945. Second, deep divisions were found in the Yanan
faction and they hindered Moo Jung from reacting effectively. Third, he was not equipped
with a broad outlook to take an overall look at the political situation since he was brought
up in the army. Against his backdrop, the purge of Moo Jung was carried out and it was
a starting point of the subsequent purges of Hegay and Pak Hon-yong and the Kim Il-sung
monolithic system.

Key Words: Purge of Moo Jung, The Yanan Faction, Subversion of the Kim Il-sung
Regime, the Kim Il-sung Monolithic System, Not Carrying out Military
Order, Illegal Summary Execution
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