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Abstract

A Review on Unification Field Studies
of the Division of Korea for 70 Years:
Issues and Challenges

Hyun-Joon Chon

The purpose of this study is to analyze, the trend of the unification studies for 70
years following the independence from Japan by using the quantitative research method.
As is required for effective research, the information presented in this study was collected
by multiple means and from multiple sources such as related books/book chapters, journal
articles and academic theses (3,000 papers in total). Special attention is given to exploring
the nature of the study and it is analyzed based on the related study areas of “unification
policy’; and ‘social and cultural research’; as well as ‘economics.” The findings reveal that
the unification policy accounted for 39 percent of the study with 1,235 papers. It was
followed by social and cultural research with 841 papers (26.6percent). The majority of
the papers were published in 2000, the year which held the first inter-Korean summit; 773
papers were published in Kim Dae-Jung regime. Among 3,000 papers, 1,753 of them were
published in journals.

As a result, while the unification policy and unification plan papers take up the
mainstream of the study, a sufficiently increased number of social and cultural studies have
been published when it was compared with economy-related ones. Therefore, it can be
concluded that the studies of the unification issues are being diversified in addition to
politics as this paper demonstrated. However, the trend also shows that unification related
studies have been decreased there after Kim Dae-Jung regime. Also, the interest in
unification has been declined among scholars as well as the general public. All the best
future research will be to increase interests and participation in the national dialogue of
the unification.

Key Words: Trend of Unification Studies, the Statistical Analysis, the Diversification
of Unification Study, the Decline of Interest in Unification Issue.
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