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Abstract

Perpetuating ‘State of Exception’ and ‘System of Chairman
of the National Defense Commission’ as Ruling Crafts:
Focusing Characteristics of State of North Korea
in ‘Kim Jong Il Era’

Jong-Wook Kim

This article is defined as follows about characteristics of North Korea in ‘Kim
Jong-il era.” North Korea of ‘Kim Jong-il era’ is perpetuating ‘state of exception,” and
ruling crafts to overcome the ‘state of exception” has emerged ‘System of Chairman of
the National Defense Commission.” That’s why to overcome three kinds of crises faced
the North Korea. The three crises is the occurrence of cracks in the ‘suryung’ authorities,
national authorities, and bureaucratic system. In this crisis, the state has given up caring
about the people. Instead, the supreme leader of North Korea was declared the ‘state of
exception’ in order to maintain government. That is ‘Arduous March.” This is operate
ruling crafts of ‘Chairman of the National Defense Commission’ as system to over-
come crisis. People in North Korea by the this ruling crafts was reborn as the ‘Homo
Sacer’ and ‘state of exception’ was perpetuating. The measures to cope temporary
emergency is switched with the everyday ruling crafts. That was the principle of ‘Kim
Jong-il era’ national operations.

Key Words: State of Exception, Chairman of the National Defense Commission, Ruling
Crafts, Homo Sacer, Characteristics of State
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