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QIER19 o]efah WetolA] F ARgAQl Aol Zz o] Watskal itk olefat
wetol 4] 5 A 91719J40] THolth. $I71E AESHE AL BalA Q4
Q) ol gt FAFAT) A $I7]0h FHE A To] B 234
o= FEHH A AL FAsHE SRS AFSANE FBe) B T
Aoz Brgonn ABEES ST sk gl Aolch. 2AR] B
Ao T WA 7 Fasich HHHQ Ao mat opfet HPA =
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3 Aoleki & 4 Glck. 714t S} 2ol HAFUNES FolFt A
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©raAANA A, A AAaset A EAs] B4 £ WS, fose] By, 33935
(2010.4.6).

317 ojnmst felo) ulu) oa 2)gk 2| 2ot jme
ot wor: = olwow RPwAH Oﬁiﬂlh oL, AR T P o)
23} §890 PP} B A9 e 2 ARole. THYEH 28 SRSl
35 935 http://news.sbs.co.kr/section_news/news_read.jsp?news_id=N1000343999 (744
ol 2012.4.16).

18 rop http://www.tongilnews.com/news/articleView: html2idxno=95100 (ZA1el: 2012.4.1).
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Abstract

The Problems and the Potential for Change in North Korean
Society under the Kim Jong-un Regime

Woo-Young Lee

It is noteworthy that the most critical task of the Kim Jong-un regime is garnering
popularity through stabilization the people's livelihoods and prevention against foreign
cultures from infiltrating into society. Presently, there are some factors that impede regime
stability and social integration, while there are others that contribute to stability and may
have even more powerful influences in North Korea. It is interesting to determine how the
North Korean hierarchy will cope with changing environment and social conditions in a
timely manner. In trying to firmly establish Kim Jong-un’s leadership and build a political
group supporting this young and new leader, the North Korean government will strive for
maintenance of control systems and integration mechanisms. However, in the long-term
perspective, the improvement of living standards must be the key condition to the future
stability of the Kim Jong-un regime.

As North Korea still maintains a strong political leadership and state organizations
(military and police) fully support the existing governance structure, the radical changes
to the political system in North Korea can be hardly expected. Nevertheless, the spread of
marketization and a weakening in the monitoring system of the government may gradually
progress. Furthermore, it is apparent that these changes are difficult to turn back. Even if
everyday life or culture and change in the consciousness of the North Korean people might
not directly lead to a transition, it is possible to cause a gradual increase in a degree of
structural pressure for transition. As the pressure increases, structural factors that require
transition would not only be a simple condition for the change, but also linked with social
groups which can lead to social conflicts. If the North Korean government can handle the
social conflicts properly, then it would be successfully finalized in gradual changes.
Otherwise, social conflicts can expand into political conflicts which consequently can lead
to a radical transition.

Key Words: Kim Jong-un Regime, Social Change, Regime Transformation, Social
hierarchy, Marketization, Stability of Social System





