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Abstract

The Kim Jong-un Regime’s Succession and Political Imperatives
Kap-Sik Kim

This article analyzes the succsion process, political imperatives and the settlement
prospect of the Kim Jong-un regime. In April 2012, the regime succeeded in shaping the
monolithic oligarchy, according to the late Kim Jong-il’s instructions. In order for the
regime to stabilize, it must have a firm grip on an ideological interpretation to justify the
succession and extend arbitrary power in the institutionalization of the succession. Kim
Jong-un’s political assets and environment, however, hint that its performing imperatives
may be turbulent.

Key Words: Kim Jong-un, Kim Jong-il, Institutionalization of Succession, Justification of
Succession





