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Abstract

The Basic Agreements of North and South Korea Revisited
Kyu-Sup Chung

The purpose of this study is to explore the background and implications of the
South-North Agreements on Reconciliation, Nonaggression and Exchanges and
Cooperation(Basic Agreements), that was adopted at the fifth meeting of Inter-Korean
Premier’s Talks in December 1991.

The Basic Agreements of North and South Korea was highly welcomed by top
authorities of both South and North Korea. However its implementation was frustrated at
its initial stage when the North withdraw its agreement criticizing Team Spirit exercise,
one of the Korea-US joint excises.

The Basic Agreements constitutes a corner stone in the relationship of Inter-Korean
relations: first, the Accord presented a basic framework of unification, together with the
reconciliation and peaceful coexistence of two Koreas, recognizing the unification of
Korean peninsula as a process; second, the Accord was the first official result of direct
negotiation between two Koreas without involvement, mediation, and adjustment of any
third parties; third, its comprehensive contents covered nearly every aspects of inter-
Korean relations; and finally, the Accord reached to establish institutions which were
expected to provide a rapproachement process with a more stable institutional framework.

Considering its implications and comprehensiveness, the Basic Agreements
certainly constitute a framework that is required to open a new era for reconciliation and
cooperation between the two Koreas though some flaws are still to be attend to.

Key Words: Inter-Korean Premier’s Talks, Basic Agreements of North and South Korea,
Subsidiary Agreements of the Basic Agreements, 6.15 Joint Declaration
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