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Abstract

North Korean Issues and Changes in
the R.O.K.-U.S. Relations

This article analyzes changes in the
ROK-US relations since the early 1990s and
the factors of conflict between the two coun-
tries with regard to North Korea. The Republic
of Korea and the United States have maintained
a security alliance for more than five decades.
During the Cold War period, the alliance was
rock-solid in the sense that it showed almost no
friction vis-a-vis North Korea. The relation-
ship has changed since the early 1990s, when
North Korea's nuclear weapons program
emerged. The US began to have direct talks
with North Korea, which brought about a new
trilateral relationship among South and North
Korea and the United States. Although the US
and North Korea have had contacts and nego-
tiations towards the improvement of bilateral
relations, the basic tenets of hostile relationship
between them remain intact. In the meantime,
however, South Korea and the US had to main-

tain coordination to narrow down differences
in their policies toward North Korea.

The ROK-US relations has been under-
going a new change in the 2000s. While the two
Koreas enjoy expansion of mutual exchanges
and cooperation, the relations between
Washington and Pyongyang is getting worse.
And political and societal changes in South
Korea have given renewed impetus to an-
ti-Americanism. There is increasing friction
between South Korea and the US with regard to
North Korea. Some factors causing conflict be-
tween them can be delineated in four areas; dif-
ferences in strategies, perceptions toward
North Korea, approaches to North Korea, and
policy priorities. Since the ROK-US security
alliance is rooted in North Korea's military
threats against South Korea, it needs to be read-
justed to the changing relationship between the
two Koreas.
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Foreign Affairs, Vol. 84, No. 5 (September/October 2005), pp. 105~120.

%6 president Bush’s Speech on Weapons of Mass Destruction at West Point (June 1, 2002);
Department of Defense, “Special Briefing on the Nuclear Posture Review,” (January 9,
2002); The White House, The National Security Strategy of the United States of
America (September 17, 2002). p. 6; Department of Defense, Quadrennial Defense
Review Report (February 6, 2006).
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2 Washington Post, November 19, 2002.

30 Robert Jervis, “Understanding the Bush Doctrine,” Political Science Quarterly, Vol. 118,
No. 3 (Fall 2003), p. 367.

o2 Bol, g5 AS T BA] giEET ZARD W5 Al(John F, Kerry) 44
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National Convention Committee, Strong at Home, Respected in the World, The
Democratic Platform for America (July 2004).

32 Larry A. Niksch, North Korea’s Nuclear Weapons Program, CRS Issue Brief for
Congress (Updated April 7, 2006).

3 James A. Kelly, Assistant Secretary, East Asia and Pacific Affairs, “Some Issues in
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